IMAGINARY QUADRATIC FIELDS WITH Cly(k) ~ (2,2,2)
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ABSTRACT. We characterize those imaginary quadratic number fields, k£, with
2-class group of type (2,2,2) and with the 2-rank of the class group of its
Hilbert 2-class field equal to 2. We then compute the length of the 2-class field
tower of k.

1. Introduction

Let K be an algebraic number field and Cl,(K) the Sylow p-subgroup of its
ideal class group, CI1(K). Denote the orders of Cl(K) and Cl,(K) by h(K) and
h,(K), respectively. Let K' denote the Hilbert p-class field of K (always in the
wide sense). Finally, for nonnegative integers n, let K™ be defined inductively as
K°=K, K"'! = (K")!, and K = JK". Then the sequence

K'CcK'Cc...CK"C...C K™

is called the p-class field tower of K. In general, very little is known about this
tower; for instance, even its length has not been determined for most fields.

Now let k be an imaginary quadratic number field and p = 2. Then by the
work of Golod and Shafarevich [12], (also see [26]), the 2-class field tower of k
is infinite, if rank Cly(k) > 5. (Here rank means minimal number of generators.)
When rank Cly (k) = 2 or 3, there are examples of k with infinite 2-class field towers
as well as those for which the tower is finite. For rank Cly(k) = 4 no example
of such a k with finite 2-class field tower has ever been exhibited. In fact, it has
been conjectured [24],[25] that the 2-class field tower of an imaginary quadratic
field with rank Cla(k) = 4 is always infinite. On the other hand, until recently, all
known examples of number fields with finite 2-class field tower (even more generally
for p-class field towers) have length < 2. In [9] M. Bush exhibited an example of an
imaginary quadratic field, namely k& = Q(1/—445 ), for which the 2-class field tower
is of length 3.

‘We consider another approach to finding a field K with finite p-class field tower of
length > 3, and at the same time continue our quest for a complete classification of
complex quadratic number fields with 2-class field towers of length 2. We consider
those K with rank Cl,(K') = 2. If rank Cl,(K) = 2, then by a group theoretic
result of Blackburn [7], Theorem 4, Cl,(K?) is trivial, whence the p-class field
tower of K has length 2. If, however, rank Cl,(K) > 3, then by [7], Theorem 1,
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Cl,(K?) is either cyclic or trivial. In the nontrivial cyclic case, K would have p-class
field tower of length 3.

In this article we study the problem just mentioned when k is an imaginary
quadratic field and p = 2. We must have rank Cla(k) > 3; but if rank Cly(k) >
4, then it can be shown that rank Cly(k') > 5 (see for example the method of
Propositon 3 of [2]). Hence rank Cly(k) = 3 is our only viable option if we want to
show that the 2-class field tower has length 2. We assume that the rank is thus 3
and furthermore that Cly(k) is elementary in order to capitalize on genus theory.
We characterize those k for which rank Clp(k') = 2. We then show that the length
of their 2-class field towers is 2. This raises a natural question.

Do there exist number fields K for which rank Cl,(K') = 2, but for
which Cl,(K?) is not trivial?

To carry out this program, we first refer to [1] for a classification of those imag-
inary quadratic k with Cly(k) ~ (2,2,2). (Here, (2,2,2) denotes a group which is
a direct sum of 3 cyclic groups of order 2.) Next, we use Koch’s Theorem 1 of [17]
to characterize those k (as above) for which Cly(k') has rank 2, respectively 3, as
a module over the integral group ring Z[Gal(k'/k)]. In the cases where the module
rank is 2, we sieve out further cases where rank Cly(k!) > 3; and for the remaining
cases, we use group theory to show that rank Cly(k') = 2 and then to glean enough
information about the structure of Gal(k?/k) to determine the length of the 2-class
field tower of k. In many cases we give a presentation of Gal(k>/k).

2. The Main Results

The following theorem classifies certain complex quadratic number fields for
which the 2-class field tower terminates at the second step:

Theorem 1. Consider the complex quadratic number fields k with 2-class groups
of type (2,2,2) whose discriminants satisfy d = didadsds, where di, do and ds
are negative prime discriminants. Let G denote the Galois group of k*/k, put
Gs; =[G,G].
(1) Among the unramified abelian extensions of degree 16 over k(+/dy ), there is
a unique extension K for which Cly(K) has maximal rank; moreover, K/k
is normal and Gal(K/k) ~ G/Gs.
(2) The following assertions are equivalent:
i) k2 75 k‘3,'
ii) rank Cly (k') = 3;

i) G/G3 ~ 32.033, as classified in [14];

iv) The discriminant disc k = dydadsdy is a product of four prime discrim-
inants dy,da,ds < 0, dg > 0 such that (d1/p2) = (d2/p3) = (d3/p1) =
(d1/ps) = =1, (dy/p2) = (da/ps) = 1, where p; is the unique prime
dividing d;.

If k2 = k3, on the other hand, then rank Cly (k') = 2.

These results will be verified by going through the possible groups G/Gs. It
turns out that the degree of difficulty is measured by the quantity p defined as
follows: first recall that a factorization d - d’ of discriminants of quadratic fields is
called a Cy-factorization of dd’ if (d/p’) = (d'/p) = +1 for all primes p | d and
p' | d. Let {dy,ds,ds,ds} be the set of prime discriminants dividing d = disck;
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TABLE 1
p G/Gs ra(k') | Ro ra(kt) 14 M(G/G3)
0 32.040, 32.041 2 3 0 2 (2)
1| 32.035,32.037, 32.038 2 3 1 2 (2,2)
2 32.036 2 3 2 (2,2,2)
3 32.033 3 4 12<r;<3|3<{¢<00| (22,2,2)

then p is defined as the number of (independent) Cy-factorizations constructed out
of these factors.

Table 1 reveals a close correlation between p, the 4-rank r4(k') of Cl(k!), and
the rank of the Schur multiplier of G/G3, as well as between the rank r5(k!) of
Cly(k'), the maximum Ry of the 2-ranks of the class groups of the unramified
quadratic extensions k; of k, and the length £ of the 2-class field tower of k. These
unexpected results suggest that there are some structural relations between these
invariants that are yet to be discovered.

3. Class Number Formulas and Unit indices

One of the major problems in applying class number formulas for multiquadratic
fields is the computation of unit indices in fields of large degree. For a number field
L, let Ey, denote its unit group and W7, its subgroup of roots of unity. For CM-fields
L with maximal real subfields K, the Hasse unit index Q(L) = (Er : W Ek) can
often be computed easily (see [21]). On the other hand, if L/k is an elementary
abelian 2-extension, the index ¢(L/k) = (EL : [] e;), where the product is over all
quadratic subextensions k; /k of L/k and where e; denotes the unit group of k;, is in
general much harder to compute. The following result is often helpful in reducing
the necessary amount of computation:

Proposition 1. Let L be the compositum of quadratic number fields, and assume
that L does mot contain a primitive eighth root of unity. If L is complex and if K
denotes its mazimal real subfield, then q(L/Q) = Q(L)q(K/Q).

Proof. We have ¢(L/Q) = (Er : [[ei) = (EL : W Eg)(WrEk : []e;), because
the unit groups e; of real quadratic subfields are contained in Ex and because
Wi = [lej;, where the product is over the complex quadratic subfields k; of L
(here we have used that L does not contain (g). Thus ¢(L/Q) = Q(L)(WrEk :
[Te:) = (WrLEx : Wi ]]e,), where the last product is over all real quadratic
subfields of L. Using the index formula (UG : UH) = (GNU : HNU)(G : H)
for subgroups U, G, H of finite index in some abelian group and observing that
WrNEg =WrNn][le = {-1,+1} we get (WrEx : Wi ]]er) = (Fx : []er) =
q(K/Q). This proves our claim. O

This result will turn out to be useful in evaluating the class number formula for
composita L of quadratic number fields: if (L : Q) = 2™, then

(1) ML) = 27"q(L/Q) [] b
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where the product is over the class numbers of all the quadratic fields in L and
where v is defined by

m(2m=1 —1) if L is real,

(m—1)(2m 2 —1)+2m"t —1 if L is complex.

See e.g. Wada [28]. The following table gives the values of v for the cases occurring
in this paper:

A2 3]s
real 2 9 |28
complex | 1 | 5 |16

Ambiguous Class Number Formula. We shall repeatedly make use of the am-
biguous class number formula; let us recall the relevant notions and results here.
For a cyclic extension K/F, Gal(K/F) = (o) acts on ClI(K) and thus defines the
subgroup Am(K/F) of CI(K) via the exact sequence

1 — Am(K/F) — CI(K) =3 CI(K)'—7 — 1

as the subgroup of invariant (ambiguous) ideal classes. The following formula for
# Am(K/F) is well known:

Proposition 2. Let K/F be a cyclic extension of prime degree p. Then

ptfl

(E:H)

where t is the number of (finite or infinite) primes of F which are ramified in K/F,
E = EFf is the unit group of F', and H = EN Ng/p K™ is its subgroup of units
which are norms of elements of K.

# Am(K/F) = h(F)

For a proof, see [19].

We shall be interested in the case where p = 2 and h(F’) is odd. Let Ams denote
the Sylow 2-subgroup of Am. Then it is known that # Ams(K/F) = 2° where e
equals the 2-rank of Cl(K).

4. Imaginary Quadratic Fields & with Cly(k) ~ (2,2,2).

In [1] a complete classification of imaginary quadratic number fields with Cla (k) ~
(2,2,2) is given. We now reduce the number of cases listed in [1] and represent each
case by a graph. Let dj = disck and assume Cly(k) ~ (2,2,2). By genus theory
dy, = didadsdy where d; are prime discriminants. Since dy, < 0, either exactly 1 or
exactly 3 of the d; < 0. For each of these two possibilities, we consider whether or
not dx = 4 mod 8. From this we classify dj as follows:

Type 1: dy Z4mod8and d; >0 (i =1,2,3), dy <0;

Type 2: dpy Z4mod 8 and d; <0 (i =1,2,3), dy > 0;

Type 3: dy =4mod8and d; >0 (i=1,2,3), dy = —4;

Type 4: dy =4mod 8 and d; <0 (i =1,2), d3 >0, dy =—4.
In order to determine when Cly(k) is elementary, we use graphs on the primes
dividing disc k to do some convenient bookkeeping, cf. [6]. Let p; denote the prime
dividing d; for i = 1,2,3,4, i.e. d; = p} where p* = (—=1)P=1/2p if p is an odd prime
and 2* = 8,—4, or —8 . Then we draw an arrow from p; to p; iff (d;/p;) = —1,
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where (./.) denotes the Kronecker symbol. If there is an arrow in both directions,
we simply draw a line segment between the two primes.

The table at the end of the article gives a list of the discriminants of all imaginary
quadratic fields with Cly(k) ~ (2,2,2). The number and letter in the first column
refer to the Type of di given above and the subcases which correspond (as closely
as possible) to the subcases in [1]. The second column gives the graph of the field.
The four points in each graph represent the primes p1, p2, p3, p4, ordered as in the
list of Types above, such that p; is the upper left point, ps upper right, ps lower
left, and p, lower right. For example, 1A refers to a discriminant of the form
dr = didadsdy # 4 mod 8 with d; > 0 for ¢ = 1,2,3, and dy < 0, and such that
(dl/p4) = (dQ/p4) = (dg/p4) = —1, and (di/pj) =1 for i,j = 1,2,3, 7 7é _]

5. The Z[Gal(k!/k)]-rank of Cly (k')

Let K be a number field and A the integral group ring Z[Gal(K'/K)]. Then
Cly(K') has a natural structure as a A-module induced by the action of the Galois
group on the ideals of K!.

Let G = Gal(K?/K); let G’ = Ga = [G,G] be the commutator subgroup of
G; let G” = (G')’; and finally let G, be defined inductively as G411 = [G, Gy).
Then by class field theory, we have Cly(K) ~ Gal(K!/K) ~ G/G’, Cly(K") ~
Gal(K?/K') = G'. Moreover, the action of Gal(K'/K) on Cly(K*) corresponds,
via the Artin map, to group conjugation of G/G" on G’. Now suppose G is a p-
group; then by the work of Furtwéngler [11] (along with Theorem 2.81 of [13]) it
is known that the A-rank of G’ is equal to the p-rank of G'/G3. This fact will be
used in the proof of the following theorem.

Theorem 2. Let k be an imaginary quadratic number field such that Cly(k) ~
(2,2,2).
a) If disc k is divisible by three positive prime discriminants, then
Cly(k') has rank 3 as a A-module.
b) If disc k is divisible by one positive prime discriminant only, then
Cly(k') has rank 2 as a A-module.

Proof. (Sketch) Let G = Gal(k?/k). Since the rank of G/Gs is 3, the Burn-
side Basis Theorem implies that G = (a1, as, as) for some a; in G. Let ¢;; =
la;,a;] = ai_laj_laiaj. Then G’ = (c12, 13, a3, G3), cf. [13]. Koch [17] has given
a presentation of G/H, where H is the subgroup (G?G»)?|G,G?G5], in particu-
lar for imaginary quadratic fields. As the exponent of G/G’ is 2, G3 C G3 (for
[a,b]> = [a®,b] = 1 mod G3). Thus Koch’s presentation yields a presentation of
G /G35 which is given as follows (cf. [17] for details). For the prime discriminants
d; = pf, let d, = d'dY for v = 0,1. Define [d, p;] € {0,1} by the relation

(1)l = (@ /).
(Notice that [d;,p;] = 0.) Then for k satisfying the assumption of the theorem,
G /G35 is presented as (s1, s2, s3) such that

201 2v21 2V31 __ 4V214V31
5183 183t =15ty

2v12 202 2v32 _ 1V124V32

3% 3% 5325 =ti5to3
V13 V23 3 __ V134023

S% 522 253 =115’ lo3
M1 ap2 4M3

sy sy sy =1

Gs =1,
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where v;; = [d;,p;], 6; = [dk,pj], 1tj = [dj,pa], and t;; = [s;, ;] the commutator
of s; with s;. The thlrd column in the table at the end of this article gives a
presentation of G/Gj3 in each case. The fourth column indicates a number which
represents the group classified in Hall and Senior [14] to which G/G3 is isomorphic.

The table thus shows that G’/G3 has rank 3 for dj, of Types 1 and 3, and rank
2 for Types 2 and 4. (]

By this theorem we see that if rank Cly (k') = 2, then the discriminant dj, is of
Type 2 or 4. In the next section, we describe more fully the structure of some of
the groups G listed in the table for dj of these two types. Notice by the table that
in these two cases G/G3 = 32.033,32.035, 32.036, 32.037, 32.038, 32.040, 32.041.

6. Properties of Groups G with G/Gj3 Isomorphic to
32.033,32.035,32.036,32.037,32.038, 32.040, 32.041

We now consider a particular subclass of 2-groups G such that G/G’ ~ (2,2, 2)
with G’/G3 of rank 2 (and hence G'/Gs ~ (2,2), since G;/G;41 is elementary).
G may be presented as G = (a1, az,a3) where G' = {c12,¢13,G3) with co3 € Gs.
(Recall that ¢;; = [a;,q;]; and for that matter, let ¢ = [cij,ar] and ¢ =
[Ciji, a].)

We collect some general facts about commutators. First notice that by the Witt
identity (see e.g. [8])

1 =cijrcrijcini (modG”)
and so we have in particular
1 = c123¢312 (mod Gy),

since co31 = 1 (mod Gy4) as ca3 € Gz and G C G4. But from this and the
observation that exp(G;/G,+1) = 2, we see

C123 = 83_112 = C132 (mOd G4)
Similarly, notice that ¢;;; = ¢;;; (mod Gua).
We now examine each of the seven groups listed above.

6.1. G/G3 ~ 32.041.

Proposition 3. Let G be a finite 2-group such that G/Gj5 is isomorphic to group
32.041 as listed in Hall and Senior [14]. Then G3 = (1) and so G itself is isomorphic
to group 32.041.

Proof. In addition to the relations given above, we have
al =1 a2 = 612013,0% = C12 (I’IlOd Gg)

(see [14]). But then,

1= [agaaQ] = [c12€13, 2] = C122C132,
[ :2:, ] = [012,03] = (123,
1= [a3,a;5] = ¢je151,
_ — 2
c133 = [c13,a3] = [a2a37a5] = =1,
C121€131 = [ 3 ] = 0%20122,
Clo1 = [a?,),al] = %30131 (mod Gy).
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This implies that
cijk = 1 (mod Gy).
By Theorem 2.81 of [13],
G3 = (c121, €131, C122, C132, C123, C133, Ga) = G
Thus G3 = (1), since G is nilpotent. This establishes the proposition. O

Using the table at the end and the above proposition, we can characterize those
imaginary quadratic fields k for which Gal(k*°/k) is isomorphic to group 32.041.

Proposition 4. Let k be an imaginary quadratic number field with discriminant dy.
Then Gal(k™ /k) ~ 32.041 if and only if there is a factorization of dy = didadzdy
into distinct prime discriminants d;, divisible by the unique primes p;, satisfying

(1) dr # 4 mod 8,

(2) d; <0, fori=1,2,3 and dy > 0,

(3) (di/ps) = =1 fori=1,2,3 and (di/p2) = (d2/p3) = (d3/p1) = —1.

6.2. G/Gg ~ 32.040.

Proposition 5. Let G be a finite 2-group such that G/Gs is isomorphic to group
32.040. Then G3 = (1).

Proof. G has the additional relations

2 2 2
a1 = 012,a2 = 012013,a3 = C13 (mod G3)

Consequently,
1= [a%,al] = ci191,
1= [ag,ag] = 133,
1 = [a3, a2] = c122¢132,
cio3 = [c12,a3) = [a3a3, a3] = ¢33 = 1,

]
C122 = [a 7(12] = C%26121,

_ 2
70,1] = C12C122,
2
1

1
C121€131 = [a

C131 = [ag,al] C13C133 (HlOd G4)
All this yields,
Cijk =1 (mod G4)

Hence G5 = (1). O

We now characterize those imaginary quadratic fields & for which Gal(k*>/k) is
isomorphic to group 32.040.

Proposition 6. Let k be an imaginary quadratic number field with discriminant
dy. Then Gal(k®/k) ~ 32.040 if and only if there is a factorization of dy, = —4qq'p,
with p,q,q distinct primes satisfying

(1) ¢g=¢ =3 mod 4 and p=1mod 4,

(2) (g/p)=(d"/p)=-1, (¢d'/q) =+1, g =3mod 8, ¢ =7 mod 8, and
p =5 mod 8.
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6.3. G/G3 ~ 32.038.

Proposition 7. Let G be a finite 2-group such that G/Gs is isomorphic to group
32.038. Then G' ~ (2,2™) for some m > 1.

Proof. The additional relations are

a3 =a3 =1, a3 = ¢13 (mod G3),
whence
1= [af,a;] = cijei,
1= [a3, a5] = ¢33,
1= [a%,ag] = 139,
c133 = [a3,a3] = ¢34 = 1,
c131 = [a3,a1] = c2yc120 (mod Gy).
But then

€132 = C123 = €133 = C131 = C%g =1, axn=an= C%g (mod Gy),
which implies (as above) that G3 = (c2,, G4) and more generally
272
Gj={cty ,Gjq1)

But since G is nilpotent G; is trivial for j large enough. This implies that Gz =
(c2,). But then G'/G"” ~ (2,2™). By Theorem 1 of [7], we see that G” is trivial.
Thus the proposition follows. [

We now wish to compute G = Gal(k>/k) for those k with G/G3 ~ 32.038. To
this end, we start with a lemma.

Lemma 1. Let G be a finite 2-group such that G/Gs ~ 32.038. Hence, we know
G = (a1, a2, a3) with

a% = ag =93 =1, a% = c13 mod G3.
B

Let A = {(as,a3,G'), and = (as,aia2,G"). Finally, suppose that kertp =
(a1az,aras) or (az,ar1az), where ty represents the transfer map from G to a sub-
group H, and @ = aG’.

Then G =~ FS’S), for some integer n with n > 2, where

21:,71

4_ 4 _ 2 2 2 2
o=a35=1, ai =cjy , a5 =c13, Cog =aj ).

38 ) _
1"% ) = (a1,az2,a3: a] =a

Proof. First notice that if we replace as by asaz we may assume without loss of
generality that
kertp = (a1az,aaz).
Next notice that
A= G3, B = <Cl30236132, C123, 6133,6121612201212,6131613201312,B3>-

We now list the values of the transfer maps ty, for H = A, B. First recall that if
(G : H) =2 so that G = HU Hz, then ty is the homomorphism from G/G’ into
H/H' determined by

tu(h) = he=*hzH' = h?[h, 2|H’, ty(hz) = (hz)*H'
for any h € H.
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i w@ | @ |
1 atA' =Gy aiB’

2 a%cf21A’ = 612013G3 a%B'

3| ddcid A =c13Gs | a3cy' B

Notice that
kert, = (ay).

By our assumptions, tg(ay) # B’. We claim that this implies that a] = 1 and
B’ NGz = (1). To see all this, notice by the table and assumption that a? ¢ B’.
On the other hand, B’ = tg(1) = tp(a;?) = aiB’. Thus a} € B’ N G3. Since
G3 = {(c},), we see B' N G5 = (a}). We claimed af = 1. Suppose not. Then let
at = c%éac for some k > 1 and x odd (recall that a} € G3). Hence, since G; = (27
for j > 2, a? € Ggi2 \ Gia3 and thus a} € Gi43 \ Giia (since af # 1). Now notice
that

2 _ 12" _ 2k 2 2 _ 2% _ 2k

1=[a},a1] = [c1y", a1] = €15t cizc121 = [a], a2] = [c1,", az] = cTo3,
. . k —
implying that ¢, = c253cj5; and

4 _ (2 \2Rx 2%k _okg  92ky2
ay = (c12)” * = cip" c131 ¥ = 120" € Ganys C Gra,

a contradiction. Therefore, ai = 1, as claimed, and so B’NG3 is trivial. Also notice

. n-1 .
that since a3 € G3 = (c3,) and a? # 1, a? = ¢3, , where 2" is the order of cio.

From the argument above we have c?, = c5; and thus ci212 = [¢]5, a2] = cloy-
Moreover, since B’ N G3 = (1), we get

€123 = €133 = C121C122C1212 = C131€133C1312 = 1,

and so ¢jo9 = cf22.

Next, we have co33 = 1, for ca3 = 2% (since co3 € G3) and thus ca33 = 3%, = 1,
since c193 = 1.

Notice a3 = 1, for B’ = tp(az?) = a3B’ and so a3 € B’ NGz = (1).

Next we claim c130 = ¢, for since a3 = c13 mod G3 and Gz = (c2,), we
have a? = c13¢3% and so 1 = [a3,a2] = c132¢3%, = c132¢55". On the other hand,
1 = a3 = c35cf%, and so cancellation yields claim.

This all implies B’ = (cj3' c23) and since (cj3c23)? € B N G3 we have ¢} = 3.

Now we claim a?a3 = ci3cyy and afai = ca3; for B’ = tp(aias) = ala3B’
implying that a?a3 € B’ \ G3 = {c13c53 } which gives the first equality. For the
second, B’ = tp(aiaz) = alaicyy B', whence a?a?cy; € B’ N Gs, implying the
second part of the claim.

Summarizing, we have

n_o4_ 4 2 __ o7t o2 2 -1 2 _ 2 4
Clp =a; =ay =1, a7 =c¢7y , a3 = ajci3cy3, a3 = ajcgs, ¢33 = 1.
There are two cases to consider:
Case 1 Suppose ¢33 = 1.1
n— . . .
Then ¢33 = 1. If co3 = ¢, , then we obtain the desired presentation. If co3 = 1,

then replacing az by agc%;_Q gives the same presentation.
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Case 2 Suppose ¢34 # 1.
Let co3 = c¥%. Then i3 = 3, = cj%. If we replace a3 by agciy’, then we are
reduced to Case 1.

This establishes the lemma. O

Proposition 8. Let k be an imaginary quadratic number field with discriminant
dy. Furthermore, let G = Gal(k*> /k). Then G/Gs ~ 32.038 if and only if there is
a factorization of d, = —4qq’'p, with p,q,q distinct primes satisfying

(1) ¢g=¢ =3 mod 4 and p=1mod 4,

(2) (a/p) =+1, (¢'/p) =1, (d'/q) = +1, ¢ =3 mod 8, and

p =5 mod 8.

Moreover, G =~ I‘ELSS)
Cla(kY) ~ (2,27).

where n is determined by 2™ = ha(—gp). In particular,

Proof. The first part of the proposition follows immediately from the table at the
end of this article. For proving 2" = ha(—gp), we compute a few class numbers and
capitulation kernels:

Jl| ok Kj h(k;) | rank C; | Cla(k;) NC;

1] k(vP) (Ip]) 16 3 (2,2,4) ([2p], [a])

2| k(W) | (2], [pa]) | 2772 2 | (22" ([2], [a])

3| k(v=aq) | ([zp,[a]) | 8 3 (2,2,2) ([pl, [a])

41 k(v=1) | ([2)[a]) | 8 2 (2,4) | ([2al,[p]) | ([2],[0D)
5| k(v=p) | (plla)) | 8 2 (2,4) | ([2],[pa]) | ([2p], [2a])
6 k(yva) | (2[al) | 8 2 (2,4) | (2. [p]) | ([2a],[p])
T R(V=d) | (plla) | 8 2 (2,4) | ([2p], [2a]) | ([2], [pa])

Here r; is the capitulation kernel in k;/k, C; = Cla(k;), NCj = Ny, ;i Cla(k;),
and 2" is the 2-class number of Q(\/—pq). The left column in NC; denotes the
case ¢’ = 3 mod 8, the right one ¢’ = 7 mod 8.

The group G/G3 ~ 32.038 has seven maximal subgroups; one of them has
abelianization (2,2,4) (thus G/G3 ~ Gal(K!/k) for K = k1), another has abelian-
ization (2,2"*1), and the others have abelianizations of order 8.

Most of the computations involved in verifying this table are straight forward
and left to the reader. Let us check that rank Cla(ks) = 2. This is done via the
ambiguous class number formula. We distinguish two cases:

a) ¢ = 3mod 8: then 2 is inert in F = Q(v/—¢’), hence ¢t = 3, and —1 is a
quadratic residue modulo pOp and ¢Op. Thus E = H and rank Cly(ky) =
2.

b) ¢’ = 7mod 8 Here 20 = 2724, hence t = 4, and we want to show that
—1is not a local norm at 2;. To this end observe that Q2(v/—¢" ) = Q3 and
Q2(y/Pq) = Q2(v/—1); thus the completion of ky at 21 is Q2(v/—1), and
—1is not a norm in Q2(v/—1)/Qa. Therefore (E : H) = 2, and our claim
follows.

The other entries in our table are checked similarly, with the exception of the
claim that Cly(kg) ~ (2,2""!) which requires more care. In fact, consider F =
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Q(v/—pq) and let Cla(F) be generated by the class of the ideal a, say. Then
a2~ q, and since q does not capitulate in ky/F, we see that a still has order 2"
in Cly(k2). Since ko/F is ramified, class field theory guarantees the existence of an
ideal 2 in k such that Ny, ,p2 ~ a; letting o denote the nontrivial automorphism
of kg/F, this means that 217 ~ a in Cla(kz2). On the other hand, since Cly(k)
has exponent 2, we deduce A7 = b with b2 ~ 1, where 7 is the nontrivial
automorphism of ky/k. Finally, A1+°7 ~ 1 since the class number of Q(v/¢’) is
odd. Multiplying these relations gives A2 ~ A ToAIH7YI+oT  qb and since [ab]
has order 2", the ideal class of 2 must have order 2"+1.

From the information on the capitulation kernels and orders of the 2-class groups,
we see that Gal(k?/k;) = A and Gal(k?/ky) = B with A and B as given in Lemma
1. Notice that [p] and [q] are then identified with @7 and ag, respectively, under the
identification of Cly(k) with G/G’. Consequently, G satisfies the hypotheses of the
lemma above and thus G ~ FS’B).

Finally, we need to show that #G’ = 2hy(—¢gp). To this end, we know by
Proposition 7 that #G’ = 2"*! for some n. On the other hand, by the table and
class number formula for biquadratic fields,

4ho(—qp) = ha(k2) = (B : B') = 2"2,
as desired.

This establishes the proposition. ([l

Numerical examples:

d| p| q|q | Cly(kb)
660 | 511 4.2)
1092 | 13| 3| 7| (4.2

w

6.4. G/Gg ~ 32.037.

Proposition 9. Let G be a finite 2-group such that G/Gj5 is isomorphic to group
32.037. Then G’ ~ (2,2™) for some m > 1.

Proof. The additional relations are

2 2 —
a; = C13,09 = 1,a3 = C13 (HlOd Gg)

and so
1= [a3,a1] = cfyci2,
1=[a},a1] = [c13,01] = 131,
1= [a§7a3] = [c13, a3] = cass,
ci32 = [a3,a0] = ¢34 = 1,
c132 = [a3, az] = clyc121 (mod Gy).
Hence,

_ _ 9 _ _ _ _
€121 = Ci22 = Clg, C131 = Ci33 = C132 = Ci23 = 1 (mod Gy),

whence G3 = (c?,,G4). The arguments as above then show that Gs = (c3,).
Therefore, G’ is abelian with G’ ~ (2,2™), as desired. O
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Lemma 2. Let G be a finite 2-group such that G/G3 ~ 32.037; hence we have
G = (a1, a2, az) with

a% = a?,, = 13, ag = c93 = 1 mod G3.

Let B = {ayas, a3, c12,c13). Define

n n—1

37 o4 4 4 _
I’%,E) = (a1,a9,a3 : a] = a5 = a5 = cjy = 1, al = c13, a3—013a2 , a2—012 = Co3),

where € =0, 1.
1) Ifkertg = B/G’, then G ~ 7 for some n > 2.
( n,0
(2) Ifkertp = (ayasz,aias), then G ~ F(3 ) for some n > 2.

Proof. First, recall that G35 = (c25) = (c122) and that a3 € G3. Then in both cases
of the lemma, a; ¢ kertp and so the same argument as in the proof of Lemma 1
shows that ad =1, a2 = ¢, ', where 2" is the order of ¢15, and that B'NG3 = (1).
Hence, B’ = {c13¢o3¢132) and (c13¢a3¢132)? = 1 being in B’ N G3. For that matter

€123 = €133 = C121C€122C1212 = €131C132C1312 = C233 = 1.

By assumption, B’ = tg(a1az) = a?a3B’, Wthh implies that a?a% = c13c23c132,
being an element in B’ but not Gs. Hence aj =1.

If B’ = tp(a3) = aicy3 B', then a3cy = 1, belng in B'N Gs. Hence aj = c13
in this case. On the other hand, if B’ # tB(ag) = a3013 ' B, then a?cyy € G3\ B,
whence a3cy = 23 # 1. But since B’ = tg(a2), adc;Z = 1, being in B’ N GS.
Thus a3 = 0130%;_1 in this case.

Next, notice that in both cases of the lemma ci32 = [c13,a2] = [a3,az] = 0532.
Thus ¢y3¢93¢132 = 0%302731, which in turn implies that (013c531)2 =1 and so 0%3 = c%?,.
Also notice that ¢35 = [a1, c13] = [a1,ad] = ci5c133 = c25.

Summarizing, we have so far:

2" 2n=t 2 2 -1 2 _ 2 4 _
cdy=al=a3=1,d5=¢2 , a} = a5C13C93 , 3 = C13G5 , Ci3 = 1,

where e =0 if tp(az) = B’, and € = 1 if not.
Case 1. Suppose c?3 = 1. If co3 = cjgfl, then we get the desired presentations.
If co3 = 1, then replacing a3 by (130%;_ yields the same presentations.
Case 2. Suppose ¢35 # 1. If co3 = ¢3%, then replacing a3 by ascyy” yields Case 1.
This establishes the lemma. a

Proposition 10. Let k be an imaginary quadratic number field with discriminant
dy.. Furthermore, let G = Gal(k*> /k). Then G/G5 ~ 32.037 if and only if there is
a factorization of d = didadsdy into distinct prime discriminants satisfying
(1) d; <0, (Z = 1,2,3), and dq > 0,
(2) (di/ps) = (d2/ps) = =1, (d2/p3) = (da/p3) = 1, (d3/p2) = (d2/p1) =
(di/ps) = -1
where p; is the unique prime dividing d;.
Moreover, G ~ 1"5%) if di, = 4mod 8, and G ~ I‘fﬁ? if di, # 4 mod 8 where n is
determined by 2™ = ho(dsdy).
Proof. As usual the congruence conditions come from our table at the end of the

article. Now, let p; be the unique prime ideal of k dividing d;, for j = 1,2, 3,4.
Consider the fields k4 and k5 in the table below. If we let G be presented as in
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Proposition 9 and let A = (as,a3,G’) and B = (ajaz,as,G’), then from this we
have that
Gal(k™/ky) = A, Gal(k™/ks) = B.
Assume first that dy = 4 mod 8. Then the congruence conditions imply that

ds = —4, whence p1paps ~ 1, (where the equivalence is in k). But then k5 = NCj,
where NC;j = Ny, /1 (Cla(k;)), and so we have

kertp = B/G'.
Hence by Lemma 2, we see that
0 37
Gal(k> /k) ~T°0.

Now assume that di #Z 4 mod 8. At this point we need to determine kertpg in
terms of aj, as, ag. Since A’ = G as is easily seen, we see that kert4 = (a3) (see the
proof of Lemma 1). Hence a3 must correspond to [ps] under the Artin map. Thus
a3 & kertp. On the other hand, [ps] € k5 N NCj5, implying that aras or arazasz in
kertp. If we replace a; by ajas, if necessary, we may assume ajas € kertg. We
then have the following two possibilities: kertp = (a1az,arag) or kertp = (a7, az).
We claim that the first must occur. For, @3 € kertp, for any maximal subgroup D
of G other than A and B (exercise to the reader). Since {([p3]) = k3 N kg, We see
that [p3] corresponds to @z. Since [p3] € ks, the claim follows. Thus by Lemma 2,
we have G ~ 7

n,l -
The rest of the proposition follows as in the proof of Proposition 8. This estab-
lishes the proposition. ([

kj Klj h(kj) rank Cj ClQ(kJ) NCJ
Vdy) ([p1], [ps]) 8 2 (2,4) ([p2], [pspal)
8
8

Vi) ([p2], [ps]) (2,4) ([p2], [ps])
Vds) | {[p1p2], [ps]) (2,2,2) | ([p2ps], [pa])
([pal) 16 (2,2,4) ([p1p2], [pa])
Vdidz) | ([pa], [pa]) | 27*2 (2,27F1) | ([p2], [pal)
Vdids) | ([pa], [ps]) 8 (2,4) ([p1], [ps))
didy) | ([p2], [ps]) 8 (2,4) | ([p2ps], [p3p4])

N O Ut RN =S
x5

= xox o oo o=
5
iy
N—

N NNDW W N

In the table above, we have the relations

[p1paps] = [pa] if d# 4mod8,
[p1p2] = [pa] if d=4modS8.

Numerical Examples

d| dy da ds | dg | ha(dsdy)
—=1155 | =3 | =7 —-11| 5 4

—1428 | -3 | 7| —4 |17 4
3003 | =7 | —-11| =3 |13 4
—3444 | =3 | -7 | —4|41 8
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6.5. G/Gg ~ 32.035.

For the moment we skip over group 32.036 and consider the simpler case 32.035.

Proposition 11. Let G be a finite 2-group such that G/Gs is isomorphic to group
32.035. Then G’ ~ (2,2™) for some m > 1.

Proof. The additional relations are

2 _ 2 _ 2 _
aj = 13,05 = c12,a3 = ¢13 (mod G3)

and so
2 —
1 = [a7,a1] = c131,
2 —
= [a3, az] = [c12, az] = c122,
2 —
= [a3, as] = [e13, as] = ci33,
-2 2 —
1 = ¢33 = [a3, as] = cio,
1=clico = [ad,a3] = ¢
= (230232 = [U2, @3] = €123,
2 _ 2 29— 1 _
Clg = ClaC122 = [a1, 03] = ¢35y = 121,
2 _ 2 _ 21 — —
€13 = €13¢133 = [a1,a3] = c131 = 1 (mod Gy).
Hence,
— — — -2 _ — 2
Cl22 = C131 = C132 = C133 = €13 = 1, c121 = ¢y (mod Gu),
whence G3 = (c3,,G4). The arguments as above then show that Gz = (c2,).
Therefore, G’ is abelian with G’ ~ (2,2™), as desired. O

Proposition 12. Let k be an imaginary quadratic number field with discriminant
dy. Furthermore, let G = Gal(k* /k). Then G/G5 ~ 32.035 if and only if there is
a factorization of dp = —4qq’'p with p, q, ¢’ distinct primes satisfying

(1) ¢=¢ =3 mod 4, and p =1 mod 4,

(2) (g/p)=(d"/p)=(¢/q) =—-1,¢=3mod 8, ¢ =7mod 8 and p =5 mod 8.
Moreover, G ~ F,(135), where n s determined by 2™ = ho(dsdy) and ) =

(ay,as,a3: aj = a%nH =a3=1, a} =13, a3 = c19, a3 = c13¢% 1, coz3 = 1).

Proof. The first part of the proposition follows from the tables. For the structure
of the Galois group we refer to [23], Theorem 1. (A group theoretic argument may
be given as in the above cases.) O

6.6. G/G3 ~ 32.036.

Using group theory, it can be shown that if G is a finite 2-group such that
G/G3 ~ 32.036, then G’ has rank 2. It is, however, not possible to show that
G" =1 because there are finite 2-groups with G/G3 ~ 32.036 and G” # 1 such as
the following group G of order 2° for which G/Gj3 is 32.036 and for which G” is
nontrivial:

2 2 16 16
G =(a1,a2,a3: a7 = a3 = ¢ = ¢13 = 1, a3 = 012013, [€ijs Chim] = 1).

Next we assume that &k is a complex quadratic field with Cla(k) = (2,2,2) and
G/G3 = 32.036 for G = Gal(k?/k); technical problems in an application of the
ambiguous class number formula prevents us from proving G” = 1 using only
number theory.

The account below combines parts of both approaches. We start with
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Proposition 13. Let G be a finite 2-group such that G/Gj is isomorphic to group
32.036. Then G’ has rank 2.

Proof. The additional relations are

a? =a3=1, a3 =cy3 (mod G3).
Thus,
1= [af,a;] = c%jcljla
= [a%,aj] = 03]02]‘2,
1 = [a3, as] = [c13,a3] = c133,
c132 = [a3,a0) = ¢33 =1 (mod Gy),
whence,

C123 =cC132 =c133 = 1, c122 =121 = 0?2, C131 = C%3 (mod G4)~
Arguing as in the proof of Proposition 7, we see that
21-2 9i—2
Gj={(c1y .ci3 )
and in particular that G’ = {¢12, ¢13). O

The following group theoretic lemma will be important below:

Lemma 3. Assume that G/G3 = 32.036 is presented as in the proof of Proposition
13. Let

A = (as,a3,G") and B = (az,aia2,G").
Then
A'Gy = (ca3,¢35,Gy) and B'Gy = (c13¢03, Gy).
Moreover AJA" contains a subgroup of type (4,2,2), and B has rank 2.

Furthermore, H = AN B has rank 2.
Finally, the abelianizations of the other five mazimal subgroups of G have order 8.

Proof. The first result of the lemma follows immediately by direct calculation. Next
notice A’ C G3; but A/G5 ~ (4,2,2) as can be seen from the presentation of
G/G3. Hence A/A’ contains a subgroup of type (4,2,2). Now let N be the Frattini
subgroup of B. Then N = B?B’ = B? (since B is a 2-group) and N is normal in
G. Notice

(c13¢23, a3, (a1a2)®) € NG5 C G
But then, since a3 = c13 (mod G3) and (ajaz)? = afa3cia = c12 (mod G3),
NG3 = (c12,¢c13) = G'.

Therefore by Theorem 2.49(ii) of [13], N = G’. But B/G’ has rank 2, whence
so does B by the Burnside Basis Theorem, cf. [13] again. Furthermore, H =
{az,c12,c13). But notice that H? = (a3, G3) (recall that G3 = (c},,c%;)). Hence
H/H? = (az,¢13), since a2 = c13 mod G3. Since H/H? has rank 2, so does H.
Finally, the last statement follows by direct calculation and is left as an exercise to
the reader. ]
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Now assume that k is a complex quadratic field with Cla(k) = (2,2,2) and
G/G3 = 32.036 for G = Gal(k?/k).

By our table at the end of this article, we see that the discriminant dj of k
is of type 2A,4C,4K, or 4L. For the rest of this section we reorder the prime
discriminants d; for i = 1,2, 3,4 according to the following table:

type dy  do dz dy
2A as is

4C -p1 —p2 —4  p3
4K/L -4 —-p1 —p2 p3

We have the following relations among the Kronecker symbols:
(d1/p2) = (d1/p3) = (da/p1) = (d2/ps) = —1,

(da/ps3) = (da/ps3) = (d2/p1) = 1,
where p; is the prime dividing the new d;.
The following proposition follows immediately from the tables at the end of the
article:

Proposition 14. Let k be an imaginary quadratic number field with discriminant
dy. Furthermore, let G = Gal(k*/k). Then G/G3 ~ 32.036 if and only if there is
a factorization of dy, = didadsdy into distinct prime discriminants satisfying
(1) d; <0, (i=1,2,3), and dy > 0,
(2) (d1/p2) = (di/ps) = (da/p1) = (d2/pa) = —1,
(d2/p3) = (da/p3) = (d2/p1) = 1,

where p; is the unique prime dividing d;.
Now we claim

Theorem 3. Put M = Q(v/did2,\/ds,\/dy); then keen = M(\/dy), and we have
ho(M) = 2m+nH1 "rank Cly(M) = 2, and ha(kgen) = 2™, In particular, we have
k? = k3= M".

Remark. With some more effort, it can be proved that Cly(M) = (2m*+1 27) and
Clg(kjgen) = (2m, 2”), where 2™ = hg(d3d4) and 2m+1 = hz(d1d2d3).

Proof. Since the class numbers of the quadratic subfields of kgen will occur fre-

quently in our calculations, here’s a table for the fields whose class number is even:

disc K \ dydy \ dod, \ dsd, \ dydyds \ dydyd, \ dydsd, \ dydsd, \ d=dy
()| 2 [ 2 [ [ | 2 | 2 | 2 | s

Simple applications of class number formulas show that k(y/dy ) and k(y/dzdy ) are
the only two quadratic unramified extensions of k with 2-class numbers divisible by
16. Thus their compositum M corresponds to the Galois group A N B in Lemma
3, and we conclude that Clp(M) has rank 2.

Now let us compute the class number of M. We first determine the unit in-
dex ¢(M/Q), and to do so we have to show that ¢(M*/Q) = 2, where M =
Q(V/dyda,/dy ) is the maximal real subfield of M. Since M is an unramified qua-
dratic extension of the field F = Q(v/d1dady ) with 2-class number 2, M™T is the
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2-class field of F' and has odd class number (since Cly(F) is cyclic). On the other
hand, the class number formula (1) says

ho(M*) = 272q(M™* /Q)ha(drd2)ha(da)ha(drdady)
27%(M*/Q) - 2.
Thus q(M™*/Q) = 2.

Now ¢(M/Q) = Q(M)q(M™/Q), hence we can apply the class number formula
to M/Q once we know Q(M). If d3 is odd, then M/M™ is essentially ramified,
hence Q(M) =1 by [21], p. 350, Theorem 1. If d3 = —4, then we are in case (ii).1.
of [21], Theorem 1, so again Q(M) = 1, hence ¢(M/Q) = Q(M)q(M*/Q) = 2.
Now

ho(M) = 27°q(M/Q)ho(dsdy) ho(didads)ha(dydady)he (k) = 2™ HL,

Now let us compute hy(K), where K = kgep. We first claim that K+ has odd
class number:

Lemma 4. Let k be an imaginary quadratic field and let G = Gal(k®/k). Sup-
pose furthermore that G/Gs is isomorphic to group 32.036. Then the maximal real
subfield of k' has odd class number.

Proof. We assume dj, = dydaodsds, where the d; are ordered as in the table given
above. Let p; be the primes dividing these new d;’s. Let K = k' = kgen =
Q(Vdy,dz,\/d3,\/dy) and KT = K NR = Q(\/d1da,/d1d3,/dy). We need to
show that ha(K ') = 1. To this end, consider the subfield L = Q(v/d1d3,/ds) of
K*. Since L is the Hilbert 2-class field of the field k = Q(v/d1dsdy ) with 2-class
number 2, we deduce that h(L) is odd. Now we apply the ambiguous class number
formula to KT /L: since exactly the two prime ideals above py ramify, we have
t =2, hence # Am(K+/L) =2/(E : H), and our claim will follow if we can exhibit
a unit in £ = E, that is not a norm from K. By Hasse’s norm theorem, a unit is
a norm from a quadratic extension if and only if it is a norm in all local extensions
K{g /Ly; since units are always norms in unramified extensions of local fields, we
only have to study the localizations at the primes above ps. The lemma below
shows that the fundamental unit 4 of Q(y/dy) is not a quadratic residue modulo
the primes above po, hence it is not a local norm at these primes by Hensel’s lemma,
and we are done. O

Lemma 5. Let K be a number field containing a real quadratic field k whose
fundamental unit € has negative norm. If p =3 mod 4 is a prime that is inert in k
and splits completely in K/k, then € is a quadratic nonresidue modulo the primes
above p.

Proof. Let p be a prime ideal above p in O; by assumption it has absolute norm
p2, hence [e/p] = @ ~1/2 = (e2+1)(P=1)/2 mod p. Now P! = Nyjge = —1 mod p
for elementary reasons, hence [¢/p] = (=1)P=1/2 = —1 mod p. O

The fact that 2 h(K™*) allows us to show that ¢(K*/Q) = 25. In fact, the class
number formula gives

ho(KT) =27 %(K*/Q) [ b
with [[he = ho(da)ho(dids)ha(dyds)ha(dads)he(didada)ha(dydsda)he(dadsdy). 1t
we plug in the class numbers from the table above we get hao(K+) = 27%¢(KT/Q).
Since ho(K ™) =1, the claim follows.
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Now we apply the class number formula to K/Q. We have Q(K) = 2 by [21], p.
352, Example 4, hence ho(K) = 271627 [] h;, where the table above shows [ h; =
28hy(d3dy)ha(didads), i.e., ha(K) = 2™, By [3], Proposition 7, we conclude that
k? = k3. O

Let us consider the cases 4K/L, that is we assume that d = —4pgq’ with p =
5mod 8, ¢ = Tmod 8, (p/q) = -1, (p/¢) = +1, (¢/¢') = —1. Put 2" = ha(—pq’
and 2™ = ha(—qq’).

Jl| Kk Kj h(k;) | rank C; | Cla(k;) NC;

1| k(yp) (la’D) |27+ 3 |(2,2,2m) ([2d], [a])

2| k(v=q) | (lalla]) | 8 3 (2,2,2) (2], ['])
31k(Va) | (2l | 8 3 (2,2,2) (la], [a'])

4| k(v=1) | ([ [a]) | 8 2 (2,4) | (12 [aq']) | ([2a], [a0'])
51 k(v=¢) | ([2al,[a']) | 8 3 (2,2,2) | ([2a], [ada]) | ([2], [aq'])
6| k(v=p) | (lal,[al) | 8 2 (2,4) | (l2a']la]) | (2], [a])
7| k(va) (2], [a]) | 2"** 2 (2,2 | ([, [a]) | ([24']; [al)

Again, the left column in NCj is for primes ¢’ = 3 mod 8, the right one for
¢’ =7 mod 8.
Numerical examples:

d| p| q| ¢ |m|n
—1540| 5| 7|11 | 3| 2
—7332 113147 3| 3|2
—8372 | 13 7123 413
—10212 |37 (23| 3| 3|2

6.7. G/G3 ~ 32.033.

If G = Gal(k?/k) with k imaginary quadratic and G/G3 isomorphic to group
32.033, then we shall see that rank Cly (k') > 3. It is not hard to find many examples
of k with infinite 2-class field tower, for example, anytime the 2-class number of
Q(v/dydady) for dy, of type 2B and Q(+/—d;ds) for the other types is > 16; compare
with [27], Beispiel 4.

Proposition 15. Suppose k is an imaginary quadratic field and G = Gal(k?/k) is
such that G/G3 ~ 32.033. Then rank(G’) > 3.

Proof. This is an immediate consequence of the fact that the Schur multiplier of
group 32.033 is (2,2,2,2) and so in particular of rank 4. If K denotes the fixed
field of G3 in k2, then

rank Gal(k?/k') = rank(G'/G”) > rank(G3/G4)
rank Gal(Kcen/Kgen)

rank M(G/G3) — rank By /(Ep N Ngjp(K*)) > 3,

Y
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where Kce, and Kgen are the central and genus class field extensions of K/k, re-
spectively, (which are in our case the fixed fields of G4 and G3 (Kgen = K)) and
M is the Schur multiplier, see e.g. [2] for more information. O

From the tables, we have

Proposition 16. Let k be an imaginary quadratic number field with discriminant
dy. Furthermore, let G = Gal(k*>/k). Then G/G3 ~ 32.033 if and only if there is
a factorization of dy = didadsdy into distinct prime discriminants satisfying

(1) d; <0, (1=1,2,3), and dy > 0,

(2) (di/p2) = (d2/p3) = (d3/p1) = (d1/ps) = =1, (da/p2) = (da/p3) =1,
where p; is the unique prime dividing d;.

Now consider the unramified quadratic extension K = k(v/dy) of k, where k
satisfies the conditions in Proposition 16. The class number formula immediately
gives hp(K) = 16, and the ambiguous class number formula applied to K/Q(,/p)
tells us that Clp(K) has 2-rank 4. Thus Cla(K) ~ (2,2,2,2).

Now we make two claims:

(1) Cly(k') has rank 3;

(2) Cly(K?) has rank at least 4.
It is an immediate consequence of these assertions that we must have k? # k3: if
we had k2 = k3, then the ranks of the class groups of the intermediate fields of
k?/k! could not increase.

Ad 1.: We have already shown that Cly(k') has rank at least 3; to show
that it is at most 3, we apply the ambiguous class number formula to k'/L,
where L = Q(v/d1,v/d2,+/d3). Since L is a quadratic unramified extension of
F = Q(\/dy,/dad3 ), and since moreover ho(F) = 2 by the class number formula,
we deduce that L has odd class number. Since there are exactly 4 primes above py
in L, the ambiguous class number formula says that rank Cly(L) < 3 as desired.

Ad 2.: Let M = K! with K = k(y/dy). Then H = Gal(M/K) ~ (2,2,2,2) has
Schur multiplier of rank (3) = 6, thus rank Gal(Mcen/Mgen) > 6—rank Ex /E3 > 4.

This also concludes our proof of Theorem 1.

Now consider the special case d = —4pqq’, where p = 1 mod 8, ¢ = 3 mod 4 and
¢" = 3 mod 8 are primes such that (p/q) = —1, (p/¢’) = +1 and (¢/q') = +1; we are
in case 4E if ¢ = 3 mod 8 and in case 4F if ¢ = 7 mod 8. Define integers [, m,n > 2
by 2! = ho(—pq'), 2™ = ho(4pq’) and 2" = hy(—4p), where ho(D) denotes the
2-class number of the quadratic field with discriminant D.

Jl kj h(k;) | rank C; | Cla(k;) NC;

1| k(yP) 16 412222 ([2], [pal)

2| k(V=d)| 8 3 (2,2,2) ([p], [a])

3| k(vg) | 2% 2 (2,241 ([pal, [2p])

4 k(vV-1) | 8 3 (2,2,2) | (Ip),[2])  ([p], [2a])
5| k(v=p) | 2" 2 (2,27+4) | (lal,[2))  ([al, [2p])
6| k(y=q) |2m* 2 (2,27*Y) | ([al, [20])  ([a], [2])
7| kW) 8 3 (2,2,2) | ([pl, [2a])  ([p] [2])
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Since Gal(k} /k) is a group of order 32 with abelianization (2, 2, 2) and a subgroup
of type (2,2,2,2), we deduce that Gal(ki/k) ~ 32.033.

Let us show that Cla(ks) has rank 2. We apply the ambiguous class number
formula to k5/Q(v/qq"); there are exactly four ramified places, and —1 is not a
local norm at the infinite primes. Thus our claim is equivalent to showing that €44/
is a local norm everywhere. We first observe that geyq is a square, and (—p/q) = +1
guarantees that ¢ is a local norm everywhere except possibly at the prime 2: but
the product formula takes care of that.

Numerical examples:

d | case plgld|l|m|n
—6132 | 4F 317 312 2|2
—8148 | 4F 97 |7 32| 2|2

—11748 | 4E 8 |13 (11 ]3| 2|2

—12036 | 4E 171315912 2|2

—14916 | 4E [ 113 |3 |11 (2| 2| 3

—26292 | 4F |313 |7 3|13 | 2|3

—40836 | 4E 41 (31833 3|3
Appendix A

In this appendix we indicate how one goes about constructing some of the un-
ramified extensions explicitly. Let us recall the following lemma taken from [22]:

Lemma 6. Let K/F be a quartic extension with Gal(K/F) ~ (2,2); let o,7 and
o7 denote its nontrivial automorphisms, and put M = K( /). Then M/F is

normal if and only if pu*=+ 21 for all p € Gal(K/F). If this is the case, write
pt=7 =a2, ut=" = a2 and p'=°7 = o2_. It is easy to see that aé"‘” = +1 for all
p € Gal(K/F); define S(u, K/F) = (alt9,al™7, altoT) and identify vectors which
coincide upon permutation of their entries. Then

(2,2,2) <= S(u.K/F) = (+1,+1,+1),

)29 <~ S(u, K/F)=(-1,-1,+1),
Gal(M/F) =~ Dy <~ S(u, K/F) = (—1,+1,+1),
Hg — S(u,K/F)=(-1,-1,-1).

Moreover, M is cyclic over the fized field of (p) if and only if all)"”’ = —1, and has
type (2,2) otherwise.

In the following, we show how to find the 2-class fields for G = 32.041 if d = disc k
is odd.

Let the prime discriminants d; be as in Proposition 4. Then the following equa-
tions have integral solutions by Legendre’s theorem:

(2) dl.Z‘Q — d4y2 = d222,
(3) dox? —dyy®? = ds2?,
(4) dsx® —dyy® = dy22
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The same is true for the following equations:

(5) t2 — d2d3u2 = —Cl41}27
(6) t2 — d3d1u2 = —d4’U27
(7) t2 —didyu® = —dyv’

Let (z1,y1,21) € Z X Z X Z be a solution of (2) such that (z1,y1) = (z1,21) =
(y1,21) = 1; we will call such solutions primitive. It follows from Cassels [10] that
there are primitive solutions such that 2 | y; and 2 { z12;. Similarly, we may
demand that, say, equation (5) has a solution (¢1,u1,v1) with ¢; even and u; odd.
Now put

ap = xl\/a—i— U1 \/@a
Qg = xg\/£+ y2\/@;
B3 = tz+usz\/dids

and form the product 1 = ayasf3. Then puy = (Vdi+y1)(Vda+y2)(ts+/dids ) =
(yl + Y2 =+ +/ dldQ )(t3 =+ v/ dldg) =1+ Y1 =+ Y2 + t3 mod 4. Replacing 1251 by — M1 if
Y1 + y2 + ts = 2 mod 4 we find that g3 = 1 mod 4. Since (p1) is an ideal square,

K(\/p)/K is an unramified extension of K = Q(v/dy,dz,v/ds,v/dy). The first
thing to do is check that this extension is quadratic, i.e. that p is not a square in

K. This is not obvious, as the following observation shows:

Lemma 7. Put vy := +3108:03 and choose the sign so that 7y is a square modulo 4.

Then v 2 dy in Ko = Q(v/d1, Vdz, /d3).

Proof. (Sketch) Put F' = Q(v/d1da, /d1d3,/d2d3 ). Using Lemma 6, we easily show
that F'(/7)/Q is elementary abelian. Since F(,/v)/F is unramified outside d400,

this implies that ~ 2 dym for some discriminant m | dydads. The claim follows,
since m becomes a square in K. O

Thus our candidates for unramified quadratic extensions of K are p = aja9s
and v = asasf;. Note that pv 2 ayas103 2 ajaszfs in K. Our next job is to
compute the Galois group Gy = Gal(M/k), where M = K(\/i). Note that, by
symmetry, the Galois groups of K(/v)/k and K(\/pv)/k must be isomorphic to
G- Since these are subgroups of index 2 in the group I' = Gal(k?/k) of order 32,
and since we know that IV ~ (2,2) and I'/T” ~ (2,2,2), the group tables in [14]
already imply that I" ~ 32.041 as soon as we know that M # K (note that this
shows that M # N = K(\/v), since M = N implies that pv is a square in K which
it isn’t). This will be done by computing some Galois groups.

In fact, we put K; = k(v/d;) and then show that Gal(M/K;) ~ Hg and
Gal(M/K;) ~ D,. Thus G is a group of order 16 with G, ~ Z/2Z, Gy /Gy ~
(2,2,2), and possessing subgroups of type Hg and D4. The only such group is
D, Y Cy. Here are the details:
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e Gal(M/K;) ~ Hg. Define automorphisms o, 7 € Gal(K/K;) by
Vi | Vdy | Vds | Vdy
o | +Vdi | —Vdy | —Vds | +V/ds
o v | —vE | +vE | V@
ot || +Vdy | +Vdy | —Vds | —/dy
Then we find a, = a203/Vd3dsz3v3, o, = a103/V/dadsz3v3, as well as

Qor = @1z /\/dad32222, hence a7 = ol™™ = o177 = —1, and our claim
follows.

e Gal(M/Ks) ~ D4. As above we start by defining some automorphisms of
Gal(K/K»):

Vdi | Vo | Vs | Yy
o |~V | V& | s |+
|~V | T |+ |

ot || +Vdy | +Vdy | —Vds | —V/dy

Since o7 is the “same” automorphism as in the case discussed above, we get
alteT = —1. Next, a, = a103/v/d2ds23v3, hence a}° = +1. Similarly,
a, = aof3/V/d3dsz3v3 and a1t = +1.

Example: Take dy = —7, do = —3, d3 = —23 and d4y = 5. Then Cl(k) ~
(2,2,2,5). Here a; = 25+ /=7, az = 2¢/5+ /=3, and 33 = 4 + v/21; then
p = —aiazfs is primary, and the field L, = Q(\/it) is also generated by a root of
the polynomial h(x) = 28 — 327 + 1425 — 3825 + 852 — 13422 + 24422 — 120z + 240.

The field discriminant is disc L,, = 345474232 and pari computes its class group as
Cl(L,) =Z/2Z.

Appendix B.

We take this opportunity to give a simple proof of a generalization of a result
due to the first author and Parry [5]:

Theorem 4. Let k be a complex quadratic number field with discriminant d, and
assume that d = didadsdy is the product of three positive (dy, ds, d3) and one
negative (dg) prime discriminants. Then the 2-class number of the Hilbert 2-class
field k' of k is divisible by 2°.

Proof. Let L = Q(\/dy,\/dz,/d3,/d,) denote the genus class field of k, and let
K = Q(v/d1,+/da,/d3) be its maximal real subfield. Since Q(L) = 1 by [21], we
have ¢(L/Q) = ¢(K/Q). The class number formula (1) applied to L/Q and K/Q
gives

8) ha(L) =27 %q(L/Q) [ [ by ha(K) = 27%(K/Q) [T A,

where the products are over all quadratic subfields k; and k, of L/Q and K/Q,
respectively, and where h; and h, denote the 2-class numbers of £; and k,.. Thus
ho(L)/ho(K) = 277[], he, where the product is over all complex quadratic sub-
fields. Let 2™ be the 2-class number of k; the three fields whose discriminants are
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products of three (resp. two) prime discriminants have class number divisible by 4
(resp. 2), hence 2™ %9 | []_ h¢. This implies that 2™ %2 | ho(L).

Since k'/L is an unramified abelian extension of relative degree 2™, we have
23=mhy (L) | ha(k'), and this finally proves that ho(k!) = 0 mod 2°. O
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dy, for which Cla(k) ~ (2,2,2)

H Case \ Graph \ Presentation of G/Gj3 \ Group Number ‘
1A z s?=st=s%=1 64.144
1B ><I s2=s2=1, s} =1l 64.144
1C : S% = 1, S% = tlg, S% = t13 64.144
1D ; S% = 1, 8% = t12, Sg = t12t23 64.144
1E S s2=sk=11p, s5=1 64.147
1F : .5% = S% = tlg, .5% = tlgtlg, 64.147
1G R S% = 1, S% = t13t23, 83 = {12t23 64.147
5% = 5% =1, 5% =113,

2A 32.036
t12t13t23 = 1
st =1, s3 =t1a, s} =ti3,

2B K 32.033
t12t13t23 = 1
8% = S% = t12, 8% = t13,

2C 32.037
t12t13to3 = 1

> 53 =112, $3 = tog, 55 =t13,
2D | A 32.041
t12t13t23 = 1
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dy, for which Cla(k) ~ (2,2,2) (cont.)

H Case \ Graph \ Presentation of G/G3 \ Group Number ‘
3A 5 S% = t12t23, S% = tlgtlg, Sg =1 64.147
3B Y 8% = t12t13, S% = t12t23, S% = t13t23 64.145
3C Y S% = tlgtlg, S% = tlg, Sg = t12 64.146
3D s =t13, 83 = tiat13, s3=1 64.144

~—p—o
3E ( s% =1, s% =119, s% = t13 64.144
s? =1, s3 =tistas, s3 = tog,
4A 32.037
t1o = 1
< sT = ta3, $3 = t13, 53 = ta3,
4B A 32.040
> tip =1
st =1, s3 = tistaz, s3 = t13,
4C 32.036
t1g = 1
> s =t13, $3 = to3, 53 = t13,
4D A 32.035
> t1g = 1
s? =53 =1, 8% = ta3,
4E % 32.033
tio=1
s% = s% =1, s% = to3,
4F % 32.033
t1o = 1

25



26

E. BENJAMIN, F. LEMMERMEYER, C. SNYDER

dy, for which Cla(k) ~ (2,2,2) (cont.)

H Case \ Graph \ Presentation of G/G3 \ Group Number ‘
r 8% - t23a 5% = 1) S% - t237
4G 32.038
d tip =1
r S% = t23a S% = 1a S% = t237
4H A 32.038
d tip =1
< s2 =53 =1, 83 =t3,
41 32.033
tio=1
1 2 =s2=1, S%Ztlg,
4] Q 32.033
t1g =1
< 82 = ty3, s%zs%zl,
4K 32.036
> t1o =1
¢ 82 =t13, 53 =85 =1,
41, A 32.036
> tiz =1




(1]

2]
(3]
(4]
(5]

[6]
[7]
(8]
[9]

[10]
(11]

[12]
[13]
[14]
[15]
[16]
17)
[18]
[19]
[20]
[21]
[22]
23]
[24]
[25]
[26]
[27]

(28]

IMAGINARY QUADRATIC FIELDS WITH Cla (k) ~ (2,2,2) 27

REFERENCES

E. Benjamin, Lower bounds on the 2-class number of the 2-Hilbert class field of imaginary
quadratic number fields with elementary 2-class group of rank 3, Houston J. of Math. 22
No. 1 (1996), 11-37.

E. Benjamin, F. Lemmermeyer, C. Snyder, Imaginary Quadratic Fields k with Cyclic
Cla(k), J. Number Theory 67 No. 2 (1997), 229-245.

E. Benjamin, F. Lemmermeyer, C. Snyder, Real Quadratic Fields with Abelian 2-Class
Field Tower, J. Number Theory 73 (1998), 182-194.

E. Benjamin, F. Lemmermeyer, C. Snyder, Imaginary quadratic fields k with Cla(k) ~
(2,2™) and rank Cla(k') = 2, Pac. J. Math. 198 (2001), 15-31.

E. Benjamin, C.J. Parry, Refined Lower Bounds on the 2-Class Number of the Hilbert
2-Class Field of Imaginary Quadratic Number Fields with Elementary 2-Class Group of
Rank 3, J. Number Theory 76 (1999), 167-177.

E. Benjamin, C. Snyder, Real Quadratic Number Fields with 2-Class Group of Type (2,2),
Math. Scand. 76 (1995), 161-178.

N. Blackburn, On Prime Power Groups in which the Derived Group has Two Generators,
Proc. Cambridge Phil. Soc. 53 (1957), 19-27.

N. Blackburn, On Prime Power Groups with Two Generators, Proc. Cambridge Phil. Soc.
54 (1958), 327-337.

M. R. Bush, Computation of Galois Groups Associated to the 2-Class Towers of some
Quadratic Fields, preprint (2001).

J.W.S. Cassels, Rational Quadratic Forms, London Math. Soc. 1978

Ph. Furtwéngler, Beweis des Hauptidealsatzes fir Klassenkorper algebraischer Zahlkérper,
Abh. Math.Sem. Hamburg 7 (1930), 14-36.

E.S. Golod, L.R. Shafarevich, Infinite class field towers of quadratic fields (Russ.). Izv.
Akad. Nauk. SSSR 28 (1964), 273-276.

P. Hall, A Contribution to the Theory of Groups of Prime Power Order, Proc. London
Math. Soc. 36 (1933), 29-95.

M. Hall, J. K. Senior, The groups of order 2" (n < 6), Macmillan, New York 1964.

des classes est cyclique, et réciprocité biguadratique, J. Math. Soc. Japan 25, No. 4 (1973),
596-608.

P. Kaplan, Sur le 2-groupe des classes d’idéaux des corps quadratiques, J. reine angew.
Math. 283/284 (1974), 313-363.

H. Koch, Uber den 2-Klassenkorperturm eines quadratischen Zahlkérpers, J. Reine Angew.
Math. 214/215 (1963), 201-206.

T. Kubota Uber den bizyklischen biquadratischen Zahlkérper, Nagoya Math. J. 10 (1956),
65-85.

S. Lang, Cyclotomic Fields. I, II, Springer Verlag

F. Lemmermeyer, Kuroda’s Class Number Formula, Acta Arith. 66.3 (1994), 245-260.

F. Lemmermeyer, Ideal Class Groups of Cyclotomic Number Fields I, Acta Arith. 72
(1995), 347-359.

F. Lemmermeyer, Unramified quaternion extensions of quadratic number fields, J. Théor.
Nombres Bordeaux 9 (1997), 51-68

F. Lemmermeyer, On 2-class field towers of some imaginary quadratic number fields, Abh.
Math. Sem. Hamburg 67 (1997), 205-214

J. Martinet, Tours de corps de classes et estimations de discriminants. Invent. Math. 44
(1978), 65-73.

J. Martinet, Petits discriminants des corps de nombres. Journées Arithmétiques 1980 (J.V.
Armitage, ed.). Cambridge Univ. Press 1982, 151-193.

P. Roquette, On class field towers. Algebraic number theory (J.W. Cassels, A. Frohlich,
eds.). Academic Press, New York 1967, 231-249.

B. Schmithals, Konstruktion imagindrquadratischer Kérper mit unendlichem Klassenkdr-
perturm. Arch. Math. 34 (1980), 307-312.

H. Wada, On the class number and the unit group of certain algebraic number fields. J.
Fac. Sci. Univ. Tokyo Sect. I 13 (1966), 201-209.



28 E. BENJAMIN, F. LEMMERMEYER, C. SNYDER

Addresses of the authors:
E.B.
Department of Mathematics
Unity College, Unity, ME 04988 USA

e-mail: benjamin@mint.net

F.L.
CSU San Marcos, Dept. Mathematics
San Marcos, CA 92096-0001
e-mail: franzl@csusm.edu

C.S.
Department of Mathematics and Statistics
University of Maine
Orono, ME 04469 USA
and
Research Institute of Mathematics, Orono
e-mail: snyder@gauss.umemat.maine.edu



