
Section 6.1: Review of Formulas and Techniques

Substitution is fundamental to finding antiderivatives. The idea behind sub-
stitution is to rewrite the integrand, initially in terms of x, in terms of a new
variable u. We then integrate with respect to u, and substitute back in for x.

Example: Find
∫

3(3x + 7)8dx.

Solution: If we let u = 3x + 7, then du = 3dx, so our integral becomes
∫

u8du =
u9

9
+ C =

(3x + 7)9

9
+ C.

�

The key to integration by substitution is to recognize forms of integrals we
can do. To this end, the fourteen integrals on page 510 should be memorized,
along with

∫

sec(x)dx = ln | sec(x) + tan(x)| + C.

Example: Find
∫

2x+2
x2+2x+2 dx.

Solution: If we set u = x2 + 2x + 2, then du = (2x + 2)dx, and our inte-
gral becomes

∫

du

u
= ln |u| + C = ln |x2 + 2x + 2| + C.

�

Example: Find
∫

1
x2+2x+2 dx.

Solution: This differs from the last example in that we can’t simply sub-
stitute for the denominator; if we did, we wouldn’t be able to find du in the
integrand. Instead, we recognize that this integrand resembles one from page
510. If we let u = x + 1, then du = dx and our integral becomes

∫

1
1 + u2

du = tan−1(u) + C = tan−1(x + 1) + C.

�

This last integral suggests a general technique: when faced with a quadratic,
complete the square. Noticing that the integrand above was 1

1+(x+1)2 made it
obvious which substitution to make. We will get a lot of mileage out of this
method.

Example: (Page 513 #29) Find
∫

1√
3−2x−x2

dx.
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Solution: Completing the square under the square root gives 4 − (x + 1)2,
which suggests letting x + 1 = 2u. Then 2du = dx, so we have

∫

1√
3 − 2x − x2

dx =
∫

2du√
4 − 4u2

=
∫

du√
1 − u2

= sin−1(u) + C = sin−1((x + 1)/2) + C.

�

After a while, some integrals seem to need a substitution but actually do
not. It is important to not make these integrals harder than they are.

Example: (Page 513 #27)
∫

(x2 + 4)2 dx.

Solution: Any reasonable substitution will fail here because the integrand
will not contain du. Instead, expand the integrand as x4 + 8x2 + 16 and inte-
grate; the answer is x5/5 + 8x3/3 + 16x + C. �

Example: (Page 513 #33)
∫ −1

−2
eln(x2+1) dx.

Solution: The obvious substitution to try is u = ln(x2 + 1), although then
there is no du. Instead, realize the integral is simply

∫ −1

−2
x2 + 1 dx using the

definition of the natural logarithm. We then just integrate using the power rule
to get

∫ −1

−2

eln(x2+1) dx =
∫ −1

−2

x2 + 1 dx =
(

x3

3
+ x

)

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

−1

−2

=
10
3

.

�

Suggested Problems: Page 513: 1-45 odd

Selected Problems and Hints

(8)
∫

2
x1/4+x

dx.

This one is not at all clear what to substitute for. Clearly we cannot simply
substitute for the denominator, but the denominator is the ugliest part of the
integrand, so we focus on it. We can rewrite the denominator as x1/4(1 + x3/4).
This suggests the substitution u = 1 + x3/4. Then du = 3

4x−1/4 dx. Then our
integral becomes

∫

8
3u

du =
8
3

ln |u| + C =
8
3

ln |1 + x3/4| + C.
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(15)
∫

3
16+x2 dx.

Let u = x/4.

(31)
∫

1+x
1+x2 dx.

Split up the numerator.

(39)
∫ 4

1
x2+1√

x
dx

Don’t make this too hard.

Section 6.2: Integration by Parts

Integration by parts is a simple formula:
∫

udv = uv −
∫

vdu. The strength
of integration by parts is its wide applicability.

Example: Find
∫

x cos(x) dx.

Solution: If we let u = x and dv = cos(x)dx, then du = dx and v = sin(x).
Integration by parts then tells us

∫

x cos(x) dx = x sin(x) −
∫

sin(x)dx = x sin(x) + cos(x) + C.

�

The key to integration by parts is to split up the integrand into u and dv so
that u is easy to differentiate and dv is easy to integrate. Beyond that, there
are a few guidelines which generally help. Consider the last example. There, we
set u = x, so that du = dx. When we then did our integral

∫

vdu, the integrand
was “simpler” than the original in that the power of x was smaller. This gives
our first guideline: try to put powers of x in u.

Our second guideline involves natural logarithms. We can integrate ln(x)
(using integration by parts), but it is much easier to differentiate. In addition,
its derivative is simply a power of x (x−1), whereas its integral still involves
ln(x) (

∫

ln(x) dx = x ln(x) − x + C). Therefore, we would like to put ln(x) in
the u so we can differentiate it rather than in the dv where we would have to
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integrate it. In doing this, the second integral
∫

vdu will be easier to calculate.
Thus our second guideline is: try to put ln(x) in u.

Example: Find
∫ ln(x)

x2 dx.

Solution: Following our second guideline, let u = ln(x) and dv = dx/x2.
Then du = dx/x and v = −1/x. Integration by parts then tells us

∫

ln(x)
x2

dx =
− ln(x)

x
+
∫

dx

x2
=

− ln(x)
x

− 1
x

+ C.

�

Our first two guidelines sometimes come into competition with one another.
In these situations, the second should be given priority, that is, first put ln(x)
into the u.

Sometimes there is an integral which does not seem like it can be split into
u and dv. Nonetheless, we can still integrate by parts.

Example: Find
∫

arctan(x) dx.

Solution: Although it looks as though the integrand cannot be split, we can
let u = arctan(x) and dv = dx. Then d(u) = 1/(1 + x2) and v = x. Then we
have
∫

arctan(x) dx = x arctan(x) −
∫

x

1 + x2
dx = x arctan(x) − 1

2
ln |1 + x2| + C,

where the second integral was done by substituting w = 1 + x2. �

What happens when
∫

vdu is not a known integral?

Example: Find
∫

e3x cos(x) dx.

Solution: This seems like a reasonable integration by parts problem. Both
e3x and cos(x) are easy to differentiate and integrate, so let us just set u = e3x

and dv = cos(x)dx. Then du = 3e3xdx and v = sin(x), so we have
∫

e3x cos(x) dx = e3x sin(x) −
∫

3e3x sin(x) dx.

Now, this second integral also seems like a reasonable candidate for integration
by parts.

What would happen if we changed the roles of u and v for this second
integral? Let u2 = sin(x) and dv2 = 3e3xdx, so that du2 = cos(x)dx and
v2 = e3x. Then we would have

∫

3e3x sin(x) dx = e3x sin(x) −
∫

e3x cos(x) dx,
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so putting this into our equation above, we have
∫

e3x cos(x) dx = e3x sin(x) − (e3x sin(x) −
∫

e3x cos(x) dx) =
∫

e3x cos(x) dx,

which is not very informative. Therefore, we must stay consistent with our
choices of u and v.

Staying consistent, let u2 = 3e3x and dv2 = sin(x)dx, so that du2 = 9e3xdx
and v2 = − cos(x). Then we have

∫

3e3x sin(x) dx = −3e3x cos(x) +
∫

9e3x cos(x) dx

= −3e3x cos(x) + 9
∫

e3x cos(x) dx.

However, we don’t know how to find the integral on the right. Indeed, that was
the original integral we started with! Rather than give up, let’s call this integral
I. Then, combining what we have from the first paragraph, we have

I = e3x sin(x) + 3e3x cos(x) + 9I.

Subtracting 9I from both sides and dividing by −8, we get

I =
−e3x sin(x)

8
− 3e3x cos(x)

8
+ C.

�

Integration by parts is a very powerful technique, but it can sometimes re-
quire a lot of work. If we are clever, though, we can save a lot of effort. Consider
what happens, for example, when we try to find

∫

x7 sin(x) dx. This seems like a
perfect integration by parts problem. Following our earlier guideline, let u = x7

and dv = sin(x)dx. We get
∫

x7 sin(x) d(x) = x7 cos(x) − 7
∫

x6 sin(x) dx.

Now we have to find
∫

x6 sin(x) dx. We can do that with integration by parts,
but that would require finding

∫

x5 sin(x) dx, which in turn would require finding
∫

x4 sin(x) dx, and so on. Rather than applying integration by parts over and
over, we can use it once to derive a reduction formula. To do this, we start with
a general form of the integral we are looking for. In this case, we would use
∫

xn sin(x) dx. We then use integration by parts with u = xn and dv = sin(x)dx
to get our reduction formula:

∫

xn sin(x) dx = xn cos(x) − n

∫

xn−1 sin(x) dx.

Now all we have to do is plug n = 7 into the reduction formula to get
∫

x7 sin(x) dx = x7 cos(x) − 7
∫

x6 sin(x) dx.
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To find
∫

x6 sin(x) dx, we plug n = 6 into the reduction formula to get

x6 cos(x) − 6
∫

x5 sin(x) dx.

We will ultimately need to plug in n = 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, and 0 before we get the
integral we are looking for. However, we only use calculus once and then simply
plug values into a formula. Without the reduction formula, we would have
needed to use integration by parts seven times!

Let’s summarize our guidelines:

Guidelines for Integration by Parts

1) Try to put powers of x in the u.
2) Try to put ln(x) in the u.
3) Sometimes simply let dv = dx.
4) Sometimes you need to use integration by parts more than once.

4a) When using integration by parts more than once, stay consistent
with your choice of u and dv.

4b) When using integration by parts more than once, if the original
integral you are trying to find comes up, replace it with the variable I and
solve for I algebraically.
5) Use reduction formulas to save time and work.

Suggested Problems: Pages 519-20: 1-33 odd, 37, 39, 43, 45, 61

Selected Problems and Hints

(17)
∫

cos(x) ln(sin(x)) dx.

Do Problem 25 first and use part of your answer.

(29)
∫

sin(
√

x) dx.

Use a substitution and Example 2.1 on Page 515.
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Section 6.3: Trigonometric Techniques of Integration

Trigonometric functions are among the most important in both pure and
applied mathematics. It is no wonder, then, that we should want to integrate
them. We already know how to integrate several trigonometric functions, like
sin(x), cos(x), sec2(x), and sec(x) tan(x), since these are just derivatives of basic
trigonometric functions. How can we integrate more complex trig functions?

Example: Find
∫

sin2(x) cos3(x) dx.

Solution: Let u = sin(x), so du = cos(x) dx. Then we have
∫

sin2(x) cos3(x) dx =
∫

sin2(x)(1 − sin2(x)) cos(x) dx =
∫

u2(1 − u2)du

=
∫

u2 − u4 du =
u3

3
− u5

5
+ C =

sin3(x)
3

− sin5(x)
5

+ C.

�

We can use the method above in a wide variety of situations. Whenever we
are integrating sinm(x) cosn(x), where m and n are positive integers, if n is odd,
substitute u = sin(x). Then one power of cos(x) will go into the du, and the
remaining (even) powers of cos(x) can be put in terms of u using cos2(x) = 1−u2.
By the same token, if m were odd, we could substitute u = cos(x) (if both m
and n are odd, either substitution will work).

What if m and n are both even?

Example: Find
∫

sin2(x) cos2(x) dx.

Solution: Here we make use of the double angle formulas sin2(x) = (1 −
cos(2x))/2 and cos2(x) = (1 + cos(2x))/2. Plugging these in, we get

∫

sin2(x) cos2(x) dx =
1
4

∫

1 − cos2(2x) =
1
4

∫

1 − 1
2
− cos(4x)

2
dx,

where we used the double angle formula again to get the second equality. We
can do the integral on the right (substitute u = 4x) to get

1
4

(

x

2
− sin(4x)

8

)

+ C =
x

8
− sin(4x)

32
+ C.

�

Combining what we learned in the last two examples, we have:
Integrating sinm(x) cosn(x)

1) If m is odd, substitute u = cos(x).
2) If n is odd, substitute u = sin(x).
3) If m and n are both even, use double angle formulas.

7



That was easy enough. What about tangent and secant?

Example: Find
∫

tan3(x) sec2(x) dx.

Solution: There are two good ways to find this integral. The first is to simply
substitute u = tan(x) since du = sec2(x)dx. Then our integral is just

∫

u3 du = u4/4 + C = tan4(x)/4 + C.

A second way to do this is to substitute u = sec(x) so that du = sec(x) tan(x)dx.
Then our integral is

∫

tan2(x) sec(x)(sec(x) tan(x) dx) =
∫

(1 − u2)u du

=
u2

2
− u4

4
+ C =

sec2(x)
2

− sec4(x)
4

+ C.

Although these two answers look different, they are really the same. �

How can we generalize the method above? If we are integrating tanm(x) secn(x)
with n > 0 and n is even, we should substitute u = tan(x). Then two powers
of sec(x) will be placed in du, and all remaining powers of sec(x) can be put in
terms of u using sec2(x) = 1 + u2. If m is odd, substitute u = sec(x). Then one
power of sec(x) and one power of tan(x) will go into the du, and the remaining
powers of tangent can be handled using tan2(x) = u2 − 1. If m is even and n
is odd, simply convert all powers of tan(x) into sec(x) and use the reduction
formula

∫

secn(x) =
secn−2(x) tan(x)

n − 1
+

n − 2
n − 1

∫

secn−2(x) dx,

which is a simple application of integration by parts.
To summarize:

Integrating tanm(x) secn(x), n > 0

1) If m is odd, substitute u = sec(x).
2) If n is even, substitute u = tan(x).
3) If m is even and n is odd, convert everything into powers of sec(x) and
use a reduction formula.

If the n above is actually equal to 0, then we are just integrating some
power of tan(x). We know

∫

tan(x) dx = ln | cos(x)| + C. If n > 1, we reduce
the problem as follows:

∫

tann(x) dx =
∫

tann−2 tan2(x) dx =
∫

tann−2(sec2(x) − 1) dx
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=
∫

tann−2(x) sec2(x) dx −
∫

tann−2(x) dx =
tann−1(x)

n − 1
−
∫

tann−2(x) dx,

where the last equality is gotten by integrating using the substitution u =
tan(x).

There are some integrals which do not appear to have anything to do with
trigonometry but nonetheless are essentially trig. For example, 1

1+x2 does not
look like trig, but its integral tan−1(x) does. Why does this happen?

Example: Find
∫

1
1+x2 dx.

Solution: The secret here is the insight to make the substitution x = tan(θ),
so dx = sec2(θ)dθ. Plugging these in, we get

∫

1
1 + x2

dx =
∫

1
1 + tan2(θ)

sec2(θ)dθ

=
∫

1 dθ = θ + C = tan−1(x) + C,

where we used the facts that 1 + tan2(θ) = sec2(θ) and that, if x = tan(θ), then
θ = tan−1(x). �

The key to the integral above is the use of 1+tan2(θ) = sec2(θ). In that par-
ticular example, it reduced the integrand to 1. In general, though, we can use
this kind of substitution to get trigonometric integrands like those we learned
to do earlier this section; simply follow the table below.

Form Substitution Identity
a2 + u2 u = a tan(θ) 1 + tan2(θ) = sec2(θ)
a2 − u2 u = a sin(θ) 1 − sin2(θ) = cos2(θ)
u2 − a2 u = a sec(θ) sec2(θ) − 1 = tan2(θ)

In the table above, a is a constant and u always contains our variable of
integration (usually x).

Example: Find
∫

1
x2

√
16−x2

dx.

Solution: Following the table above, our integrand contains a2 − u2 where
a = 4 and u = x. Therefore we make the substitution x = 4 sin(θ) and
dx = 4 cos(θ)dθ to get

∫

1
x2

√
16 − x2

dx =
∫

1

16 sin2(θ)
√

16 − 16 sin2(θ)
4 cos(θ)dθ.

Now
√

16 − 16 sin2(θ) =
√

16 cos2(θ) = 4 cos(θ), so
∫

1
x2

√
16 − x2

dx =
∫

4 cos(θ)
64 sin2(θ) cos(θ)

dθ
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=
∫

csc2(θ)
16

dθ =
− cot(θ)

16
+ C.

We want our answer in terms of x, though. To figure out what cot(θ) is in
terms of x, we make a reference triangle. Since sin(θ) = x/4, let the hypotenuse
of this triangle be 4 and the side opposite the angle of θ have length x. The
Pythagorean Theorem tell us the length of the adjacent side is

√
16 − x2, so

cos(θ) =
√

16 − x2/4. Therefore

cot(θ) =
cos(θ)
sin(θ)

=
√

16 − x2/4
x/4

=
√

16 − x2

x
.

. .

.
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....................

....................
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....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

...................

θ

x
4

√

16 − x2

...........

...........

...........

...........................................

Putting all this together, we get
∫

1
x2

√
16−x2

dx =
√

16−x2

16x + C. �

Example: Find
∫

x3
√

x2 − 8 dx.

Solution: Since we have the form u2 − a2 with u = x and a =
√

8, we make
the substitution x =

√
8 sec(θ) and dx =

√
8 sec(θ) tan(θ) dθ; this gives

∫

x3
√

x2 − 8 dx =
∫

8
√

8 sec3(θ)
√

8 sec2(θ) − 8
√

8 sec(θ) tan(θ) dθ.

Again, we have
√

8 sec2(θ) − 8 =
√

8 tan2(θ) =
√

8 tan(θ), so our integral be-
comes

∫

64
√

8 sec4(θ) tan2(θ) dθ. We know that to do this integral we make the
substitution w = tan(θ) and dw = sec2(θ)dθ (noting that sec2(θ) = 1 + w2),
which leaves

64
√

8
∫

(1+w2)w2 dw = 64
√

8
(

w3

3
+

w5

5

)

+C = 128
√

2
(

tan3(θ)
3

+
tan5(θ)

5

)

+C.

We make our reference triangle to get tan(θ). Since sec(θ) = x/
√

8, let the
hypotenuse have length x and the adjacent side have length

√
8. Then the

opposite side has length
√

x2 − 8, so tan(θ) =
√

x2 − 8/
√

8.
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. .

.

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
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...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
.....

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

...................

θ

√

x2 − 8
x

√
8

...........

...........

...........

...........................................

Putting this together, we have the integral we are looking for is

128
√

2

(√
x2 − 8

3

24
√

8
+

√
x2 − 8

5

320
√

8

)

+ C =
8(x2 − 8)3/2

3
+

(x2 − 8)5/2

5
+ C

. �

Suggested Problems: Page 529: 1-33 odd, 34, 35

Selected Problems and Hints

(17) Find
∫

1
x2

√
9−x2

dx.

After the substitution, the integral you are left with is one you should have
memorized.

(21) Find
∫

x2

√
x2−9

dx.

Do Problem 34 first.

(25) Find
∫

x2

√
x2+9

dx.

Do Problem 34 first.
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Section 6.4: Integration of Rational Functions Using Partial

Fractions

Partial fractions provide a method to easily find integrals of rational func-
tions, that is, polynomials divided by polynomials. The method of partial frac-
tions decomposes rational functions into pieces which are easy to integrate.

Given a rational function P (x)/Q(x) where Q(x) factors as
∏k

i=1 Qi(x)mi

where
(1) Qi(x) is irreducible for each i
(2) mi is a positive integer for each i
(3) the degree of P (x) is less than the degree of Q(x),
the method of partial fractions tells us we can write

P (x)
Q(x)

=
k
∑

i=1

mi
∑

j=1

Pi,j(x)
Qi(x)j

,

where Pi,j(x) is a polynomial of degree less than the degree of Qi(x).
What does that mean? It is best illustrated through examples.
Consider the rational function 1

x2+x−2 . The degree of the numerator is less
than the degree of the denominator, so we can apply the method of partial
fractions to it. First we must factor the denominator; we get (x+ 2)(x−1). We
can then write

1
x2 + x − 2

=
1

(x + 2)(x − 1)
=

A

x + 2
+

B

x − 1
,

where A and B are constants (that is, polynomials of degree 0). Now how do
we find what A and B are? Multiply by x2 + x − 2 to clear denominators; this
gives

1 = Ax − A + Bx + 2B = (A + B)x + (−A + 2B).

The two polynomials on the left and right above are equal, so all their coefficients
are equal. The coefficient of x1 on the left is 0 and on the right s A + B, so we
conclude that 0 = A + B or A = −B. The coefficient of x0 on the left is 1 and
on the right is −A + 2B, so 1 = −A + 2B. But we know A = −B, so 1 = 3B,
or B = 1/3. Then we have A = −1/3. Hence 1

x2+x−2 = −1/3
x+2 + 1/3

x−1 .
What does this have to do with integration?

Example: Find
∫

1
x2+x−2 dx.

Solution: We use the partial fractions decomposition:
∫

1
x2 + x − 2

dx =
∫ −1/3

x + 2
+

1/3
x − 1

dx =
−1
3

ln |x + 2| +
1
3

ln |x − 1| + C.

That was easy. We could have done the integral another way. We could
have completed the square in the denominator as x2 + x− 2 = (x + 1/2)2 − 9/4.
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Making the substitution x + 1/2 = 3
2 sec(θ) and dx = 3

2 sec(θ) tan(θ)dθ, we get
∫

1
x2 + x − 2

dx =
2
3

∫

sec(θ) tan(θ)dθ

tan2(θ)

=
2
3

∫

csc(θ) dθ =
−2
3

ln | csc(θ) + cot(θ)| + C.

We can make a reference triangle to find csc(θ) and cot(θ):

. .

.

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
...........
.....

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

....................
....................

...................

θ

√

4x2 + 4x − 8
2x + 1

3
...........
...........
...........
...........................................

From this we see csc(θ) = 2x+1√
4x2+4x−8

and cot(θ) = 3√
4x2+4x−8

. We conclude
that

∫

1
x2+x−2 dx = −2

3 ln |(2x + 4)/
√

4x2 + 4x − 8| + C.
These answers look quite different, but using logarithm rules we see they are

equivalent:

−2
3

ln |(2x + 4)/
√

4x2 + 4x − 8| =
−2
3

ln |2x + 4| +
2
3

ln |
√

4x2 + 4x − 8|

=
−2
3

ln |x + 2| − 2
3

ln 2 +
1
3

ln |4x2 + 4x − 8|

=
−2
3

ln |x + 2| − 2
3

ln 2 +
1
3

(ln |x + 2| + ln |x − 1| + ln 4)

=
−1
3

ln |x + 2| +
1
3

ln |x − 1| +
(−2

3
ln 2 +

1
3

ln 4
)

.

Since our two answers differ by a constant, they are equivalent. �

So why learn partial fractions when we could just use substitutions instead?
First, it was easier to use partial fractions. Second, the answer was nicer. Third,
we will see examples where other methods fail and partial fractions are our only
option (for example, when the degree of the denominator is greater than 2).

Let’s look at some more examples of partial fractions decompositions.

Example: Find the partial fractions decomposition of 1
(x−1)(x2−1) and use the

decomposition to find its antiderivative.

Solution: The degree of the numerator is certainly less than the degree of
the denominator. The next step is to factor the denominator. The quadratic
x2 − 1 factors as (x + 1)(x − 1), so the denominator is (x − 1)2(x + 1).
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We must treat the repeated linear factor differently. The method of partial
fractions tells us we can write

1
(x − 1)2(x + 1)

=
A

x − 1
+

B

(x − 1)2
+

C

x + 1
.

Clearing denominators, we get

1 = Ax2−A+Bx+B+Cx2−2Cx+C = (A+C)x2+(B−2C)x+(−A+B+C).

Equating coefficients on the left and right, we get 0 = A + C, 0 = B − 2C, and
1 = −A + B + C. The first two tell us A = −C and B = 2C, and plugging
these into the third show that C = 1/4. Then B = 1/2 and A = −1/4. Thus
the partial fractions decomposition is

1
(x − 1)(x2 − 1)

=
−1/4
x − 1

+
1/2

(x − 1)2
+

1/4
x + 1

.

Integrating 1
(x−1)(x2−1) is now very easy; the integral is −1

4 ln |x−1|+ −1
2(x−1) +

1
4 ln |x + 1| + C. �

Now, what would happen if the degree of the numerator were at least the
degree of the denominator? In this case, we can use long division.

Example: Find
∫

x3−x
x2+3x+2 dx.

Solution: Use long division to write

x3 − x

x2 + 3x + 2
= x − 3 +

6x − 6
x2 + 3x + 2

.

Now, since the degree of the numerator on the right is less than that of the
denominator, we can find a partial fractions decomposition for it:

6x − 6
x2 + 3x + 2

=
18

x + 2
− 12

x + 1
.

Then we could integrate as
∫

x3 − x

x2 + 3x + 2
dx =

∫

x−3+
18

x + 2
− 12

x + 1
dx =

x2

2
+3x+18 ln |x+2|−12 ln |x+1|+C.

�

In general, we can always factor a polynomial into linear and quadratic
terms. We have already seen what to do when our denominator factors into
linear terms. The difference between quadratic and linear factors is simply that
above a quadratic factor in the partial fractions decomposition, we must put
Ax + B instead of just A:

x + 3
(x2 + 1)(x − 3)

=
Ax + B

x2 + 1
+

C

x + 3
.

14



Other than that, the rest is the same. In particular, we treat repeated factors
the same, using one partial fraction for each power of the repeated factor:

x2 − 6x + 4
(x2 + 1)3(x − 3)

=
Ax + B

x2 + 1
+

Cx + D

(x2 + 1)2
+

Ex + F

(x2 + 1)3
+

G

x + 3
.

Example: Find
∫

2x4+9x2+x−4
x3+4x dx.

Solution: Since the degree of the numerator is greater than that of the de-
nominator, we start with long division. We get

2x4 + 9x2 + x − 4
x3 + 4x

= 2x +
x2 + x − 4
x3 + 4x

.

We now find a partial fractions decomposition for the rational expression on
the right. The denominator factors as (x2 + 4)x, so we get

x2 + x − 4
x3 + 4x

=
Ax + B

x2 + 4
+

C

x
.

Clearing denominators gives

x2 + x − 4 = Ax2 + Bx + Cx2 + 4C = (A + C)x2 + Bx + 4C.

Equating coefficients gives A + C = 1, B = 1, and 4C = −4. Thus C = −1 and
A = 2.

We can now begin integrating:
∫

2x4 + 9x2 + x − 4
x3 + 4x

dx =
∫

2x +
2x

x2 + 4
+

1
x2 + 4

− 1
x

dx

= x2 + ln |x2 + 4| +
1
2

tan−1(x/2) − ln |x| + C,

where we used the substitution u = x/2 to integrate 1/(x2 + 4). �

To recap what we have done, the method of integrating using partial fractions
is as follows:

Integrating Using Partial Fractions

1) Use long division until the degree of the numerator is less than that of
the denominator.
2) Factor the denominator into irreducible factors.
3) Find the partial fractions decomposition.

3a) Set up the decomposition with variables (A, B, C, etc.) for the
coefficients.

3b) Clear denominators.
3c) Equate coefficients.
3d) Solve for the coefficients.

4) Integrate the result.

15



WARNING: It is very important the factors in Step 2 above are irreducible.
Linear factors are always irreducible. To test if a quadratic is irreducible, apply
the quadratic formula to see if it has any roots. If it does not, it is irreducible.
If it has roots r1 and r2, it factors like a(x − r1)(x − r2).

NOTE: When integrating the result in Step 4, three common forms of integrals
come up a lot: constant

linear , linear
quadratic , and constant

quadratic . The integrals of the first two
kinds will involve ln |denominator|. The integral of the third kind will involve
tan−1.

Suggested Problems: 1-7 odd, 11-23 odd, 29, 31, 33

Section 6.6: Improper Integrals

The Fundamental Theorem of Calculus tells us if f(x) is a continuous func-
tion on an interval [a, b], the area under the curve f(x) on [a, b] is F (b) − F (a),
where F is an antiderivative of f . What would happen if we wanted to inte-
grate f(x) on an interval in which it has a discontinuity? What if we wanted to
integrate over the region [a,∞)?

Technically, the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus tells us nothing about
these cases. For all we know, it is impossible. However, both are possible. We
call integrals of this sort improper integrals.

The trick to making improper integrals work is to write our problem in a
form acceptable to the Fundamental Theorem, and then take limits.

Example: Find
∫ 1

0
1√
1−x

dx.

Solution: This integral is improper because it has a discontinuity at x = 1.
Therefore, we take a limit as follows:

∫ 1

0

1√
1 − x

dx = lim
t→1−

∫ t

0

1√
1 − x

dx = lim
t→1−

−2
√

1 − x

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

t

0

= lim
t→1−

−2
√

1 − t + 2
√

1 − 0 = −2 · 0 + 2 = 2.

�

Since this improper integral gives a real number answer, we say the integral
converges. If the limit in the last line had not existed, we would have said it
diverges.

Example: Does
∫ 1

0
1

x−1 dx converge or diverge?
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Solution: This integral is improper because of its discontinuity at 1, so we
write it as a limit:

∫ 1

0

1
x − 1

dx = lim
t→1−

∫ t

0

1
x − 1

dx = lim
t→1−

ln |x − 1|
∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

t

0

= lim
t→1−

ln |t − 1| − ln |0 − 1| = −∞.

Since we do not get a real number value of the integral, it diverges. �

Notice that in both of the last two examples, we took the limit as t ap-
proached 1 from below. This is crucial: we must take the limit inside our
original region of integration. If we simply took the limit as t went to 1 in the
first example, the limit would not have existed.

Example: Determine if the integral
∫ 2

0
1

(x−1)3 dx converges or diverges.

Solution: Again, this integral is improper because it is discontinuous at 1.
Unlike the previous two examples, this point is in the interior of the region of
integration. To handle this, we must break up the region of integration first.

∫ 2

0

1
(x − 1)3

dx =
∫ 1

0

1
(x − 1)3

dx +
∫ 2

1

1
(x − 1)3

dx

= lim
t→1−

∫ t

0

1
(x − 1)3

dx+ lim
t→1+

∫ 2

t

1
(x − 1)3

dx = lim
t→1−

−1
2(x − 1)2

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

t

0

+ lim
t→1+

−1
2(x − 1)2

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

2

t

= lim
t→1−

( −1
2(t − 1)2

+
1

2(0 − 1)2

)

+ lim
t→1+

( −1
2(2 − 1)2

+
1

2(t − 1)2

)

= −∞ + ∞.

This integral diverges. �

What do we do with infinite regions of integration? Almost the same thing:
we take a limit of finite regions.

Example: Determine if the integral
∫∞

1
1
x2 dx converges or diverges.

Solution: As mentioned above, first write in terms of limits and then compute
normally.

∫ ∞

1

1
x2

dx = lim
t→∞

∫ t

1

1
x2

dx = lim
t→∞

−1
x

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

t

1

= lim
t→∞

−1
t

+ 1 = 0 + 1 = 1.

The integral converges. �
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This next example explains how NOT to compute improper integrals.

Example: Determine if the integral
∫∞

−∞
sin(x)dx converges or diverges.

Solution: It is tempting to try the following:

∫ ∞

−∞

sin(x) dx = lim
t→∞

∫ t

−t

sin(x) dx = lim
t→∞

− cos(x)

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

t

−t

= lim
t→∞

− cos(t) + cos(−t) = lim
t→∞

0 = 0.

However, this is wrong. The reason it was wrong is that we tried to compute
two limiting processes (one on each end of the region of integration) by taking a
single limit. To compute these kinds of improper integrals, we really must break
up our region of integration so that each contains only one limiting process. A
correct way to do the above improper integral would be

∫ ∞

−∞

sin(x)dx =
∫ 0

−∞

sin(x)dx +
∫ ∞

0

sin(x)dx

= lim
t→−∞

∫ 0

t

sin(x)dx + lim
t→∞

∫ t

0

sin(x)dx = lim
t→−∞

− cos(x)

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

0

t

+ lim
t→∞

− cos(x)

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

t

0

= lim
t→−∞

(−1 + cos(t)) + lim
t→∞

(cos(t) + 1).

Neither of the limits above exist, so this integral diverges. �

What the last example illustrated is worth repeating: when computing im-

proper integrals, we must break up the region of integration so that each subregion

contains only one limiting process. For very complicated integrals (like that of
the next example) we may need many subregions. Luckily, we will always only
need to take one antiderivative.

Example: Determine if
∫∞

−∞
1

x2−16 dx converges or diverges.

Solution: The integral is improper not only because the region of integra-
tion is doubly infinite, but also because it is discontinuous at x = 4 and x = −4.
We break up our region as follows:

∫ ∞

−∞

1
x2 − 16

dx =
∫ −5

−∞

1
x2 − 16

dx +
∫ −4

−5

1
x2 − 16

dx

∫ 0

−4

1
x2 − 16

dx

+
∫ 4

0

1
x2 − 16

dx +
∫ 5

4

1
x2 − 16

dx +
∫ ∞

5

1
x2 − 16

dx

= lim
t→−∞

∫ −5

t

1
x2 − 16

dx + lim
t→−4−

∫ t

−5

1
x2 − 16

dx + lim
t→−4+

∫ 0

t

1
x2 − 16

dx
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+ lim
t→4−

∫ t

0

1
x2 − 16

dx + lim
t→4+

∫ 5

t

1
x2 − 16

dx + lim
t→∞

∫ t

5

1
x2 − 16

dx

= lim
t→−∞

1
8

ln |(x + 4)/(x − 4)|
∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

−5

t

+ lim
t→−4−

1
8

ln |(x + 4)/(x − 4)|
∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

t

−5

+ lim
t→−4+

1
8

ln |(x + 4)/(x − 4)|
∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

0

t

+ lim
t→4−

1
8

ln |(x + 4)/(x − 4)|
∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

t

0

+ lim
t→4+

1
8

ln |(x + 4)/(x − 4)|
∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

5

t

+ lim
t→∞

1
8

ln |(x + 4)/(x − 4)|
∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

t

5

=
(

1
8

ln(1/9) − 0
)

+
(

−∞− 1
8

ln(1/9)
)

+ (0 + ∞)

+ (∞− 0) +
(

1
8

ln(9) −∞
)

+
(

0 − 1
8

ln(9)
)

,

where we used partial fractions to find
∫

1
x2−16 dx = 1

8 ln |x + 4| − 1
8 ln |x− 4| =

1
8 ln |(x + 4)/(x − 4)|. This integral diverges. �

Sometimes to decide if an integral converges or diverges, we do not need to
be able to find an antiderivative of our integrand. We only need to be able to
compare our integrand to one we can integrate:

Comparison Test for Integrals
Let f(x) and g(x) be positive functions which are continuous and satisfy f(x) ≤
g(x) for all x ∈ [a, infty).
(1) If

∫∞

a
g(x) dx converges, so does

∫∞

a
f(x) dx.

(2) If
∫∞

a
f(x) dx diverges, so does

∫∞

a
g(x) dx.

The idea behind the comparison test is that for positive functions, the inte-
gral diverging is the same as having infinite area under the curve. Statement
(1) says if the bigger function has finite area, so does the smaller function, while
(2) says if the smaller function has infinite area, so must the larger function.

The comparison test allows us to test convergence and divergence for a much
wider range of functions.

Example: Determine the convergence or divergence of
∫∞

1
3−sin(x)

x dx and
∫∞

1
3−sin(x)

x2 dx.

Solution: Notice first that we do not know an antiderivative for either of
these two functions. However, we can say that 2 ≤ 3 − sin(x) ≤ 4 for all x.
Then we see (3 − sin(x))/x ≥ 2/x and (3 − sin(x))/x2 ≤ 4/x2. Since

∫ ∞

1

2
x

dx = lim
t→∞

2 ln(x)

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

t

1

= ∞
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and
∫ ∞

1

4
x2

dx = lim
t→∞

−4
x

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

t

1

= 4,

the Comparison Test tells us
∫∞

1
3−sin(x)

x dx diverges and
∫∞

1
3−sin(x)

x2 dx con-
verges. �

Finally, let’s look at an example with a hard limit to compute.

Example: Determine if
∫ 1

0
ln(x) + 1 dx converges or diverges.

Solution: This integral is improper because ln(x) is not defined at x = 0. We
write it as limt→0+

∫ 1

t
ln(x) + 1 dx. Integration by parts shows

∫

ln(x) + 1 dx =
x ln(x) + C, so

∫ 1

0

ln(x) + 1 dx = lim
t→0+

x ln(x)

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

1

t

= lim
t→0+

0 − t ln(t).

Now limt→0+ t = 0 but limt→0+ ln(t) = −∞. Therefore limt→0+ t ln(t) is an
indeterminate form of type 0 · ∞. In order to solve this, we use L’Hôpital’s
Rule. To use L’Hôpital’s Rule, we need to convert this limit into 0/0 or ∞/∞;
we do the second and write it as limt→0+ ln(t)/(1/t). L’Hôpital’s Rule then says

lim
t→0+

t ln(t) = lim
t→0+

ln(t)/(1/t) = lim
t→0+

1/t

−1/t2
= lim

t→0+
−t = 0.

Plugging this into our formula for the integral, we get
∫ 1

0
ln(x) + 1 dx = 0, so

the integral converges. �

Suggested Problems: Page 558: 1-17 odd, 21-27 odd, 33, 39-45 odd, 49

Selected Problems and Hints

(13) Determine if
∫ 1

0
ln(x) dx converges, and if it does, find what it converges to.

This is essentially the last example.

(21) and (23) Determine if
∫∞

−∞
1
x2 dx and

∫∞

−∞
1

1+x2 dx, respectively, converge,
and if so, to what.

Do Problem 21 after 23, and don’t do any computations for 21.
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